
Is there a
better way?

Mining and burning in Forests







Bauxite 
mining



Bauxite mining is now the primary cause 
of deforestation in WA’s forests.

Bauxite miners Alcoa and South32 have 
cleared 37,000 ha (370 km²) since 1963.

It is estimated that in the long term up 
to 83,000 ha (830 km²) will be cleared and 
337,000 ha (3370 km²) fragmented for 
bauxite mining.

Most of the forest between Armadale and 
Collie is predicted to be fragmented by 
2060. 

Bauxite Mining



timelapse of clearing.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1VRLyVjKY6EGgXfu1azEfUfsLvw6KPt2i/view


Rehabilitation after bauxite mining

From this… …to this





Bauxite mining

● Bauxite mining risks contaminating 
Perth’s water supply network, through 
PFAS, hydrocarbons, and turbidity.

● Large areas of the forest are locked 
up, meaning the public cannot visit. 

● Alcoa and South32 contribute very 
little to the WA economy, paying low 
royalties on their exports.

● Aluminium is infinitely recyclable and 
bauxite is one of the most common 
minerals in the Earth’s crust. 



The Bauxite Strategic Executive Committee (BSEC) was established to oversee bauxite 
mining operations, particularly focusing on environmental impacts and public water safety 
in Western Australia

Purpose and Formation
The BSEC was formed in response to growing concerns about the environmental impact of 
bauxite mining, particularly by Alcoa, and its potential risks to public drinking water supplies. 
The committee aims to provide executive-level oversight and advice regarding mining 
operations, ensuring that environmental outcomes are acceptable and that risks are managed 
effectively
BSEC includes
DPC, DEED, DPLH, DBCA, DWER, DoH, DMPE
BSEC excludes
WaterCorp

Bauxite Strategic Executive Committee



Mining in Reservoir protection 
zones (RPZ)

● Water corporation analysis
○ No more than 30% mining in catchments and 

subcatchments
○ No mining in areas exceeding 16% slope
○ No mining in the RPZ
○ 2 m separation of pit floor from groundwater

● Outcomes
○ 60% of subcatchments mined more than 30%
○ 30% of catchment area has mining in areas 

exceeding 16% slope
○ Mining in RPZ is extensive
○ 80% of drainage failures associated with 

shallow groundwater
● Silt runoff in extreme weather conditions 

presents great threat to Perth’s drinking water 
supply.



● WAFA referred Alcoas Mining Management Plans to the EPA in 2023
● The EPA began a Public Environmental Review (PER) in June 2025 for 12 

weeks
● A record 59,000 submissions were recieved
● Currently the EPA is waiting for Alcoa to provide comments on the 

content of those submissions
● Once comments are finalised the EPA will publish a report with 

recommendations, expected in second half of 2026
● The public can then appeal against the EPA report and 

recommendations via the Appeals Convenor
● The Environment Minister will then consider the EPAs and the Appeals 

Convenors recommendations and make a final decision

State: EPA Public Environmental Review



● In February 2026, Alcoa was fined 
$55m for illegal land clearing over 
the previous 6 years for failing to 
have its operations assessed under 
the Commonwealth EPBC Act

● A strategic assessment agreement 
was reached between Alcoa and 
the Federal Government to guide 
mining operations until 2045

● Minister Watt issued a National 
Interest Exemption to allow mining 
to continue while being assessed 
because of the construction of a 
Gallium refinery at Wagerup

Federal level: EPBC Assessment



● What the fine will pay for:
○ $40 million to purchase private land to 

restore the Jarrah Forest 
○ $4 million for Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy to carry out conservation 
programs

○ $6 million for DBCA Western Shield 
program to conduct invasive flora and 
fauna control

○ $4 million for UWA to undertake 
research into novel methods and new 
technologies for controlling invasive 
fauna and protecting impacted species

Federal level: EPBC Assessment



What does this mean for Kalamunda?

Exploration drilling has been delayed 

If approved, future mining impacts include:
● Loss of access to forest areas,
● Deforestation inland from Kalamunda,
● Changed hydrological profile,
● Creeks dry up and become ephemeral,
● Increase in air pollution,
● Increase in fire risk,
● Less rainfall,
● Increased temperatures,
● Greater risk of forest collapse,



Questions?
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