
 

CITY OF KALAMUNDA ELECTION 
OCTOBER 2025   

‘ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD’  

AND DETAILS 
Thank you for your interest in the 'NRPG 
Environmental Scorecard'.  

NRPG thanks the candidates for their survey 
responses and is pleased to see broad support for 
our Environment. 

This document details the survey questions to all 
candidates, and their responses, which were 
assessed by an NRPG panel to develop the 
scorecard. It is intended to help community voters 
understand which Candidates are more likely to 
support positive local action on: 

• Protecting the City of Kalamunda's Urban 
Forest 

• Protecting wildlife and reducing impacts of 
roaming cats  

• Reducing secondary poisoning in native 
wildlife 

• Taking positive action on Climate Change 
• Protecting natural areas across the City of 

Kalamunda 
The scorecard is not intended to provide advice on 
who to vote for, rather it's an opportunity to provide 
a simple guide for the community to better 
understand each candidate's 'policy position' on 
the five topics.  

For those who would like more details of the survey 
questions and each candidate's responses, these 
are included below. 

(Authorised by Mick Davis, President, Nature Reserves 
Preservation Group Inc, PO Box 656 Kalamunda 6926 
admin@nrpg.org.au  www.nrpg.org.au )  

mailto:admin@nrpg.org.au
http://www.nrpg.org.au/


CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTION 1: TREE PROTECTION 

It is internationally recognised that trees within an urban environment are an important and 
valuable asset for that community. They provide numerous benefits such as; providing shade 
and mitigating the urban heat island effect, plus important habitat and food resources for 
native wildlife as well as acting as ‘corridors’ between reserves or forests. Trees are also 
recognised as providing important benefits for physical and mental health (ref DEA and WWF 
below). 

The City of Kalamunda’s existing Urban Forest Strategy (UFS) has a goal to “protect the City’s 
urban forest on public and private land” to achieve an overall urban canopy of 30% by 2043, 
across the City. 

Kalamunda Council revoked the Tree retention Policy LPP33 in 2024 which protected trees on 
public and private land, but the proposed replacement “draft Future Forest Policy” (presently 
out for public consultation) is weak and exempts tree protection on private land used for 
residential purposes. As a result, and with the loss of urban trees through development, it is 
not clear how the City will meet the “Urban Forest Strategy” 30% tree canopy 
coverage. Retaining existing trees is paramount, and mature trees, over 100 years old, are 
important for wildlife foraging and nesting.  

The WALGA “Tree Retention” template is an established model for tree protection and 7 
LGA’s have already adopted the basis of this. NRPG’s view of the City’s “draft Future Forest 
Policy” is that it does not meet community expectations in protecting the existing tree canopy 
coverage. 

Q1: Do you support the goals of the Urban Forest Strategy to protect existing trees and 
grow the canopy across all areas of the City of Kalamunda, including on both public and 
private land? YES/NO (Clarify if applicable) 

References: 

Kalamunda Urban Forest Strategy (existing): Urban Forest Strategy (also references the revoked 
Tree Retention Policy LPP33) 

Kalamunda Draft Future Forest Policy (current public consultation until 24 oct 2025): Future 
Forest | Engage Kalamunda 

WA Local Government Association (WALGA)  “model Local Planning Policy template - Tree 
Retention”: Model-Local-Planning-Policy-Tree-Retention.pdf 

Councils which have already adopted the WALGA tree protection policy: Nedlands, 
Bassendean, Peppermint Grove, Cambridge, Fremantle, Victoria Park (20+) wa tree canopy 
advocates - Search Results | Facebook 

Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA):  https://assets.wwf.org.au/image/upload/pub-
WWF_DEA_Trees-Health_Report_FINAL-03Mar23_3_-compressed?_a=ATO2Bcc0 

World Wildlife Foundation (WWF): Trees: The Forgotten Heroes For Our Health 
https://wwf.org.au/blogs/trees-the-forgotten-heroes-for-our-health/PDF: 

https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment/urban-forest-strategy
https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/FutureForest
https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/FutureForest
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Environment/Model-Local-Planning-Policy-Tree-Retention.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=wa%20tree%20canopy%20advocates
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=wa%20tree%20canopy%20advocates
https://assets.wwf.org.au/image/upload/pub-WWF_DEA_Trees-Health_Report_FINAL-03Mar23_3_-compressed?_a=ATO2Bcc0
https://assets.wwf.org.au/image/upload/pub-WWF_DEA_Trees-Health_Report_FINAL-03Mar23_3_-compressed?_a=ATO2Bcc0
https://wwf.org.au/blogs/trees-the-forgotten-heroes-for-our-health/


CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTION 2: WILDLIFE PROTECTION AND DOMESTIC CATS: 

Domestic cats threaten many native animals by killing them and spreading a deadly nerve toxin 
(toxoplasmosis). Also, cats can also be harmed by other threats such as vehicles, consuming 
poisoned rodents, and interactions with other animals/pets etc. Options such as ‘Catios’ can provide 
a safe contained space for cats to exercise outdoors while protecting our wildlife. 

 
Supporting evidence: 

 
• “Domestic cats in Australia kill 390 million native animals a year” i.e. more than a 

million every day. (ref 1 and 2). 
• It is recommended is that domestic cats be contained 24/7, and that control of 

domestic cats should be done by Local Government (ref 3) 
• “Cat containment regulations need to mandate 24-hour containment, rather than 

night-time curfews, if they are to significantly reduce wildlife predation, breeding of 
unwanted cats and cat nuisance” (ref 4) 

• “From a wildlife perspective keeping pet cats contained 24/7 is the only responsible 
option” (ref 2). 

• “Cats that are allowed to roam can spread diseased to humans and wildlife” (ref 5) 
• “Cats carry diseases that can be deadly to humans and it's costing Australia up to $6 

billion every year” (ref 6) 
 

The above makes it clear that cats should not roam beyond their property.  
 
Q2: Would you support and advocate for stronger local cat control laws and incentives to 
residents to protect our wildlife and birds? YES/NO (Clarify if applicable) 
 

References. 
1. CSIRO 2019 publication: Cats in Australia: Companions and Killers. 
2. Smithsonian Magazine, March 2021: Australia's Cats Kill Two Billion Animals Annually. 
3. Australian Government Response to the House of Representatives Standing 

Committee on the Environment and Energy Report: Tackling the Feral Cat 
Pandemic.(Feb 2022). 

4. RSPCA 2018 publication: Identifying Best Practice Domestic Cat Management. 
5. The Conversation: “Cats that are allowed to roam can spread diseased to humans and 

wildlife”. Published online June 12th, 2022 
6. The Conversation: “Cats carry diseases that can be deadly to humans and it's costing 

Australia up to $6 billion every year”. Published online October 16th, 2020. 
7. City of Kalamunda Keeping and Control of Cats Local Law 2023 

  



CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTION 3: MAKE THE CITY OF KALAMUNDA ‘OWL AND ANIMAL FRIENDLY’ 

 
Evidence shows that the use of Second-Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs) is killing and 
endangering our owls and other native birds and wildlife, plus our pets, by secondary poisoning when 
they consume the poisoned rodents. 

 
Fortunately, there are safer alternatives like First Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (FGARs) 
which have a significantly lower risk, and sales of SGARs has been regulated in the US, Canada and 
the EU for years. Numerous WA LGAs are already ‘owl-friendly’ as noted in the references.  

 
Kanyana Wildlife Hospital in Kalamunda advocates that we avoid using rodenticides and in particular 
SGARs. It has had to deal with numerous cases of secondary poisoning of our native fauna due to 
SGARs including Quendas and Quolls. 

 
Q3: Would you support the City of Kalamunda to declare itself an ‘Owl Friendly 
Community’ and commit to eliminating the use of Second Generation Anticoagulant 
Rodenticides (SGARs) from its operations, and to promote safer rodent control 
alternatives within our community? YES/NO (Clarify if applicable) 
 

References: 
In May 2025 over 280 Scientists and experts sent an open letter to the Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) & relevant ministers requesting Urgent Action to 
prevent a Toxic Class of Rat Poisons (SGAR’s) from Harming Wildlife, Pets and the 
Environment. 

• Expert Letter to APVMA: https://www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison/letter 
• Numerous scientific papers at Birdlife Australia https://www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison 
• Check out the Science: 1. Lohr, M.T. (2018) Anticoagulant rodenticide exposure in an 

Australian predatory bird increases with proximity to developed habitat. Science of the 
Total Environment 643: 134-144 

Owl Friendly Cities and Shires: 

City of Cockburn, City of Melville, City of Stirling, City of Freemantle, Shire of Mundaring, Shire 
of Denmark, Shire of Harvey, Shire of Nannup 

  

https://www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison/letter
https://www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison


CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTION 3: GLOBAL WARMING AND RESULTING CLIMATE CHANGE 

Q4: Do you accept that Global Warming/Climate Change is a critical urgent issue caused 
primarily by human activity, and support the City’s Climate Change Action Plan to 
mitigate the City’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, including advice and education for 
ratepayers to do so also? YES/NO (Clarify if applicable) 

References: 

• City of Kalamunda Climate Change Action Plan: ccap-2023-2025-web.pdf 
• Climate Council of Australia Climate Council: Home 
• International Panel on Climate Change IPCC — Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change 
• National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration Climate change impacts | 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
• Skeptical Science (an Australian university alliance) Global Warming and Climate 

Change skepticism examined 

  

https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/strategies-plans/ccap-2023-2025-web.pdf?sfvrsn=1cc1469_6
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/climate/climate-change-impacts
https://www.noaa.gov/education/resource-collections/climate/climate-change-impacts
https://skepticalscience.com/
https://skepticalscience.com/


CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTION 3: PRESERVATION OF NATURAL AREAS 

Q5: Do you agree it is essential to preserve, regenerate and maintain our public natural 
resources including wildlife corridors, wetlands, bush reserves and natural areas, and 
state forests, for the benefit of current and future generations? YES/NO (Clarify if 
applicable) 

References: 

• Kalamunda Local Biodiversity Strategy (LBS): Local Biodiversity Strategy 
• Kalamunda Local Environment Strategy (LES): Local Environment Strategy 

  

https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment/local-biodiversity-strategy
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment/local-environment-strategy


CANDIDATE RESPONSES: 

Detailed 
Response: 

Tree Protection 

  Q1: Do you support the goals of the Urban Forest Strategy to protect existing 
trees and grow the canopy across all areas of the City of Kalamunda, including 
on both public and private land? YES/NO (Clarify if applicable) 

Simon 
DiRosso 

Yes I do. I am aware of some of the reasons mooted for the rescission of the City's Tree 
Retention Policy, including the purported lack of ability to remove dangerous trees. This is 
simply a flawed perception and its use as an argument is disingenuous. I have also heard 
suggestions that actually applying the policy was too complex given ambiguous discretion. 
These kinds of issues should prompt review of such policies, with the spirit of the original 
hard work by those that fought to implement the retention policy embraced rather than 
discarded. I am concerned that the current position does not properly take the long term 
strategy into account. Should I be elected to Council, I would like to ask the CEO to 
undertake a comparative study, so that we can properly assess whether the draft Future 
Forrest Policy is in fact fit for purpose with long term strategy.  

Juliana 
Plummer 

Yes, we need to protect existing trees and grow the tree canopy in the City of Kalamunda. 
I am concerned that six of the current councillors agreed to remove the previous tree 
retention policy with no thought to revise the policy, but remove it altogether. I have taken 
the time to go through the draft Local Planning Policy 33 – Future Forest (Urban Forest 
Strategy). 
In principle, this is better than no policy, but it needs further work and consideration. As a 
diverse and unique community, the policy needs to be clearer regarding tree retention and 
the exemptions. 
o I don’t think it hits the mark regarding existing smaller blocks i.e. in relation to 
distinguishing between owner occupier landholders and developers. 
o City of Kalamunda should be working on a ‘significant tree register’ to encourage and 
guide the community. This would show good faith. 
o In relation to commercial redevelopment, I think there needs to be clear expectations 
regarding retention of significant and older trees, as well as non-removal of verge trees 
where possible. 
o WALGA has guidelines that should be considered. 
o Understanding our ‘Home in the Forest’ and keeping this in mind for 
future generations. 

Josh Clark YES – with the below rationale I strongly support the City of Kalamunda’s target of 

increasing tree canopy to 30%. Our urban tree canopy is vital for mitigating heat, 
improving air quality, supporting biodiversity, and enhancing the liveability of our 

suburbs. However, to be effective, policy settings must be clear, consistent, and practical. 

It must also balance the target with safety. 
The previous tree protection policy created confusion due to ambiguous wording and 
inconsistent application by City Staff. This created numerous and significant issues for 
residents/ratepayers and City Staff alike- the amount of community input at the Council 
Meeting re LPP33 in 2024 evidences this. Edge cases where resident/ratepayer safety 
are in question must be dealt with quickly and properly. 

 I am advocating that the new Future Forest policy wording is unambiguous and backed 



by staff training using real-world case studies. It is good to see the current engagement 
occurring, more needs to be done to ensure it is developed with genuine community input. 

Andrew 
Szombathy 

A - Yes, I do support the program in its intention, although I have made comment on how 
it will be policed and managed. I do not believe the Current Council have the strength to 
ensure a strong thorough Resident Feedback process will be followed and actioned. I 
have put a hand up to be part of aiming to better communicate plans and intentions to rate 
payers.  
My belief to "Tree Canopy" is plant more, thousands more. Apply a ruling that NO TREE 
can be cut down in the City with a main trunk girth of around 6-8 inches and larger without 
application and strong consideration by Council, strict penalties apply. This is for City or 
Private properties. Exceptions made to - Dead trees, close to homes and Powerline trees, 
etc.  

Mark 
Baker  

I grew up in Forrestfield, on the border of Mundy regional Park and now live in Kalamunda 
where my heart is in the forest in the hills. I become very frustrated at developers taking 
the quick and cheap option of cutting down all the trees to build houses only to replant 
foreign tree that aren't suited to our environment. In addition, I am just as frustrated at 
residents moving to areas like Kalamunda to enjoy the bushland and trees, the bush 
walking, Lesmurdie falls, Rocky Pool, Slippery Rock and other great attractions only to cut 
down all the trees in their yard due to the 
inconvenience.                                                                                                                  Tre
es on private and commercial land play a vital role in achieving a culture and environment 
that residents want to be in. I believe we must strengthen protections for existing trees 
and incentivize planting through planning policies and community programs. As a 
homeowner, I understand that applying for more approvals and going through more red 
tape for activities such as maintenance on your property is going too far.  I strongly 
believe that most residents try and do the right thing, however, we all know that 
developers are only looking for quick, easy solutions. There is a balance and we as a 
community need to get this right. 
The City’s current approach includes: 
Tree retention guidelines in development approvals. 
Replacement planting requirements for unavoidable removals. 
Annual planting programs and community engagement initiatives                                                                              
If elected, I will support expanding these measures, including: 
Enhancing education and support for landowners to retain and plant trees. 
Advocating for stronger enforcement of tree protection provisions in planning schemes. 
Add measures to restrict block clearing on residential properties, retaining a percentage 
that must be maintained over a 10 year period.  This enables residents to retain the right 
to cut down one or two trees without going through approval process. 

Mitchell 
Ferguson 

Yes, I support the UFS and believe it is a fantastic idea and is unparalleled in the Perth 
region. The 2024 revoking of LPP33 is appalling and we must ensure the protection of our 
trees. Sure you can plant new ones, but they'll take years, decades, in some cases 
centuries to mature. 

David 
Modolo 

I believe in the rights of private property owners to manage their own land and vegetation. 
However, I do believe developers who seek to profit from large-scale redevelopment 
should be held to higher standards when it comes to tree canopy outcomes. In those 
cases, tree protection and canopy retention should be part of the planning framework, 
because they are reshaping our community for profit and the public has a right to expect 
better outcomes. 



Sean 
Johnson 

Urban Forest Strategy and tree protection Yes, I support the goal of reaching 30% canopy 
by 2043 across all of Kalamunda, on both public and private land. Mature trees provide 
cooling, habitat and a sense of place. I believe the City should strengthen its tree retention 
rules, specifically through providing much tighter protection for residential trees - which is 
currently omitted from the future forests policy proposal. I also support practical incentives 
such as free verge tree programs, reduced fees for developments that retain canopy, and 
clear criteria for pruning and removal. 

Renae 
Ferguson-
Wieman 

I'm not sure this is a yes or no response, given the policy framework currently available 
within the City of Kalamunda is incomplete... Whilst the goal of 30% tree cover on urban 
land is a laudable goal, unless there are clear policy drivers designed to effect this goal it 
is difficult to have confidence that it can be achieved. I am in favour of effective and 
enforceable policy to protect tree cover and preserve established trees on private or 
commercial land. As a regulatory risk manager I understand the importance of taking a 
"carrot and stick" approach to such measures, as trees will rarely survive the cost/benefit 
analysis where fines are the only enforcement measure. It is necessary to ensure that 
there is some mechanism to encourage tree preservation to the fullest extent possible 
with mitigation required where preservation is not ;possible (replanting of native tree 
species), as well as create an approval requirement via planning for historic or 
ecologically important established single trees. Greening efforts after tree cover has been 
lost might eventually mitigate the urban heat island effect but fail to compensate for 
impacts to wildlife which cannot recover once habitats and forage are lost; this is 
particularly important in the Hills, which are the lungs of Perth and provide much needed 
habitat for native species. We need a considered and effective policy that helps to 
preserve and retain our Home in the Trees. I would certainly be keen to work 
with councillors and community groups to explore solutions and consult with the 
Community to secure a positive and forward-looking outcome. 

Dayu 
Sayani 

The Urban Forest Strategy’s vision for a 30% canopy coverage by 2043 certainly reflects 
a forward thinking approach to urban sustainability. I understand that the revocation of 
LPP33 and the introduction of the draft Future Forest Policy have generated considerable 
discussion, particularly around the scope of protections for trees on residential land and 
considering possibly inflated data as state government methodology boundaries may have 
changed to include non-urban areas. 
As someone new to the regulatory landscape, I’m still exploring how various planning 
instruments including local policies, state codes, and community consultation processes 
interact to shape outcomes. The WALGA Tree Retention template appears to be a well-
regarded model, and I’m keen to understand how it might inform or complement 
Kalamunda’s evolving approach. I believe greater transparency is essential to address the 
data gap between 2022 and 2024. I am committed to taking the necessary steps to gain a 
clearer understanding of our current position and to assess our progress toward meeting 
the established targets for the future and to ensure that any future decisions are well-
informed and community focused. 

Hannah 
Burnley 

Yes, as a community member I was disappointed when the Tree Retention Policy was 
abandoned by our council. I acknowledge there was pushback from some residential 
landowners wanting to have full autonomy to remove any tree they like on their own 
property, but there are many other situations that also require council approval for 
residents to undertake development work on their own land. The city’s annual budget for 
revegetation has been shrinking over the last couple of years. If we do not legislate the 
protection of mature trees in our city we may not meet our 2043 target and we risk higher 
average temperatures in our suburbs and higher energy costs to residents wanting to cool 
their homes in the summertime. 



Sue Bilich Yes I do support the goals of the Urban Forest  Strategy but there must be allowances 
made for situations that are clearly untenable. 

Amelia 
Shugar 

YES The City’s 30% canopy target is ambitious and important, but at present it risks 
remaining an aspiration unless stronger policies are tied to it. To achieve it, tree protection 
on both private land and commercial redevelopment sites needs to be embedded into 
planning frameworks and supported by incentives, clear guidelines, and enforcement 
mechanisms. Canopy cover directly improves health, liveability, and resilience against 
urban heat. I believe we can and should do better, but it requires strong foundations and 
consistent action over time. 

Ellie Grace While I do support the goals The Urban Forest Strategy looks to achieve, I too believe that 
stricter tree retention policies are needed on public and private land and developers need 
to be held more accountable.  
  
This is most definitely a topic I intend to advocate for, if voted in. I appreciate that growth 
and urban sprawl is inevitable and we need to support people in to affordable housing. 
However, it can't come at the expense of our trees.  

Benjamin 
Caswell 

No reply received 

Lisa 
Cooper 

Yes I absolutely support the goals of the Urban Forest Strategy. It is vitally important that 
wherever possible we protect trees on both public and private land throughout the City of 
Kalamunda. I think that it is also important that the City implements the WALGA Model 
Local Planning Policy Tree Retention in order to achieve a 30% canopy coverage in urban 
and rural areas by 2043 – without a strong tree retention policy I believe it will be very 
difficult to achieve a 30% canopy coverage. It is also important that the City continues to 
support programmes such as annual commemorative tree planting, plants for residents, 
tree planting with friends’ groups and tree planting as part of the City’s capital works 
projects etc. 

Mary 
Cannon 

No reply received 

James 
Martin 

I support the goals of the Urban Forest Strategy. I acknoledge that some pruning and 
clearing of trees need to be done for saftey reasons and suport that being done, but far to 
many trees are being cut down without permits. Many people take the approach of beg 
forgiveness rather than ask permission and then pay the fine for clearing their whole 

block. I would like to see stricter penalties for this kind of behaviour.   If elected, I would 

work to reinstate something similar to LPP33 to protect trees. While policies need to be 
updated and renewed, removing LPP33 without something to replace it was a huge 
mistake in my opinion 



Jasmin 
Harley 

YES. I strongly support the goals of the Urban Forest Strategy. Protecting our existing 
trees 
and increasing canopy cover is vital for cooling our suburbs, improving air quality, 
supporting biodiversity, and maintaining the natural character that makes the City of 
Kalamunda unique. 
I note that WALGA’s Tree Policy is in play, and that many of our local bush blocks are 
already subject to state requirements that can mandate tree clearing for safety. Until the 
State 
Government prevents subdivisions of sites with significant tree cover, this will continue to 
present challenges. 
I support a balanced review of guidelines—ones that protect and grow our canopy but do 
not 
unfairly burden landowners or encourage unbalanced approaches that lead to trespassing 
or 
negative community involvement. The best outcomes will come from working 
collaboratively with residents, businesses, and community groups to ensure canopy 
growth 
across both public and private land. 

 

Detailed 
Response: 

Wildlife Protection/Cats 

  Q2: Would you support and advocate for stronger local cat control laws and 
incentives to residents to protect our wildlife and birds? YES/NO (Clarify if 
applicable) 

Simon 
DiRosso 

Yes I would. I think though that the City will have a very difficult time enforcing such laws, 
so I would suggest that we take a proactive approach in assisting cat owners to truly 
understand the damage that cats can do in the environment and how this can be avoided. 
I will note that I am a dog owner, not a cat owner, although my parents owned cats whilst I 
was a child. I vividly remember the wildlife the cats impacted and being most disturbed by 
this - hence I do not keep cats.  This said, pets are a wonderful part of the family, and I 
have several friends and extended family that own cats. The change will take time and 
education, not just legislation. A combination of both would be an important step forward. 

Juliana 
Plummer 

Yes. I live next to Kalamunda National Park and think there needs to be 
further education about the impact of domestic pets on native wildlife. Pets 
(cats) are important as companions, but there needs to be education and 
options for securing pets so as not to impact wildlife. It is also prudent to 
protect ‘pets’ from poisoning harm. 

Josh Clark YES 

Andrew 
Szombathy 

A - 100% Yes. I am not a cat person, slightly allergic. All pet cats must be sterilized, 
microchipped and licenced to live in the City same as Dogs. If Cats are caught outside of 
the homes of lead, the owner will be fined and if a repeat offender, the animal lay to rest. 
Poor human behaviour is the reason tougher rules need to be applied to save our wildlife.  



Mark 
Baker  

As a candidate for local government in Kalamunda, I am committed to protecting our 
unique native wildlife and promoting responsible pet ownership. One of the most pressing 
and often overlooked threats to our biodiversity is the impact of domestic cats. 
Scientific research shows that domestic cats in Australia kill over 390 million native 
animals each year—that’s more than a million every single day. This includes birds, 
reptiles, and quendas and other small mammals that are vital to our ecosystems. In 
addition to predation, cats can spread toxoplasmosis, a deadly nerve toxin that affects 
both wildlife and humans. 
My son was a volunteer at Kanyana wildlife for many years and see the result of domestic 
cats and irresponsible owners. To address this, I support the introduction of regulations at 
the local government level in the Kalamunda area. Evidence clearly shows that night-time 
curfews are not enough. That prevent the breeding of unwanted cats, and minimise 
nuisance issues. 
Moreover, roaming cats face serious risks themselves—from traffic accidents to poisoning 
and fights with other animals. Solutions like ‘catios’ (enclosed outdoor patios for cats) offer 
a safe and enriching environment for pets while keeping our wildlife safe. 
As your local councillor, I will advocate for: 
Stronger cat containment laws 
Community education on responsible pet ownership 
Support and incentives for safe outdoor solutions like catios 
Together, we can protect Kalamunda’s natural heritage while ensuring the safety and 
wellbeing of our beloved pets. 

Mitchell 
Ferguson 

Yes, as an owner of several cats in my lifetime, we only had 1 outdoor cat once and we 
noted that after its passing, wildlife in our property flourished and we saw quendas move 
in that are now 10+ generations on. People should be held responsible for their cats 
actions and should be encouraged to install a catio or harness-train them from a young 
age to be taken on walks. You shouldn't let your cat wander freely outside unsupervised. 

David 
Modolo 

I certainly support and would advocate for stronger local cat control laws, including but not 
limited to incentives to residents, to protect our wildlife and birds. 
  
I understand the State Government is about to relax restrictions which 
previously prevented local governments from making their own laws. I welcome this 
announcement and am keen to work with all stakeholders to craft a law as soon as 
practicable for Kalamunda which protects our birds and wildlife. 

Sean 
Johnson 

Yes, I support stronger cat management to protect both wildlife and pets. I would like to 
see the City move towards 24/7 containment, supported by community education and 
clear timelines. I would also back rebates for “catios” and outdoor enclosures, and would 
like to see the City partner with groups such as Kanyana Wildlife Hospital and local vets to 
deliver education and support programs. 

Renae 
Ferguson-
Wieman 

Whilst I'm not sure exactly how to enforce a policy that cats not roam beyond the 
boundaries of their property, in general, this is a no-brainer for me: residents must at a 
minimum ensure their cats are confined within the home at night. My family serve a feline 
overlord and she resides strictly indoors, with brief periods of supervised time in the 
garden during the day only. (We have even begun restricting our canine friend's 
unsupervised access to the garden because of the risk to quendas and lizards).  



Dayu 
Sayani 

The evidence is clear that roaming cats can cause serious harm to birds and other native 
wildlife, and they’re often at risk themselves. I’ve been fortunate to live in an area where 
this hasn’t been an issue. Our garden regularly welcomes Quenda and various birdlife 
without any threats, but I understand this is a much broader concern beyond my own 
neighbourhood. I believe we should explore practical solutions like cat enclosures, while 
also providing support and information to help pet owners do the right thing. I’m open to 
looking at fair and effective ways to promote responsible pet ownership in our community, 
and I’d love to hear more about your ideas for possible incentives. 

Hannah 
Burnley 

Yes, I would absolutely support stronger cat control laws. Growing up with cats who 
roamed outside I unfortunately have first hand knowledge of the damage they can have 
on our native wildlife. I am a self confessed cat lover but it is in their nature to hunt and 
kill. For this reason when I chose to adopt two cats of my own I decided they would 
remain indoors. I recognise there is a higher cost and time commitment with indoor cats 
because owners have to pay for kitty litter, scratching posts and enrichment toys as well 
as cleaning up the litter box regularly, but to me this is a small price to pay in order to 
ensure the safety of the native animals living in our backyards. 

Sue Bilich Yes absolutely! This is something that should have been done years ago 

Amelia 
Shugar 

YES Our native wildlife in Kalamunda is under pressure from roaming cats, and research 
shows that keeping cats contained on their property at all times is the most effective way 
to reduce harm. I support strengthening local laws to reflect this. This approach protects 
birds and native animals, keeps pets safer, and aligns with the City’s responsibilities under 
the Cat Act and local laws. 

Ellie Grace Yes, I would support stronger cat laws to protect wildlife. However, I'll admit that I need to 
learn more about how realistic the regulation of this would be on available resources, 
given the irresponsibility of many animal owners and the scale of impact. I also believe 
that de-sexing of pets is critical to prevent population growth and the unfortunate impact it 
has to animal shelters.  

Benjamin 
Caswell 

 No reply received 

Lisa 
Cooper 

Yes I believe that stronger cat control laws are required to be passed by the state 
government and then local government. In the future, if the City was to pass a local cat 
law where cats are to be confined to a property, I would like to see the City incentivise 
residents to build outdoor enclosures for their cats (for any residents who own a cat/s prior 
to the local law being strengthened) such as the Town of Claremont have done. 

Mary 
Cannon 

No reply received 

James 
Martin 

Cats present a threat to our native wildlife and need to be managed accordingly. 
Residence should be encouraged to keep cats inside at night and only let them outside 
into enclosed areas like “catios”. I’ve had cats in the past, and they have seemed very 

happy with this arrangement.   As a councilor, I can’t make laws, only policies. I would 

seek to enact something along the lines of what I have outlined above; however, I believe 

it would be hard to “police” anything in this area.   



Jasmin 
Harley 

YES. I support stronger local cat control laws and practical incentives for residents. 
Protecting our native wildlife and bird populations is an important responsibility, especially 
in a community like ours that borders sensitive bushland areas. 
This could include measures such as cat curfews, containment requirements, and 
education programs, alongside incentives for residents who choose to keep their cats 
indoors or in enclosures. 

 

Detailed 
Response: 

Kalamunda Owl/Animal Friendly 

  Q3: Would you support the City of Kalamunda to declare itself an ‘Owl Friendly 
Community’ and commit to eliminating the use of Second Generation 
Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs) from its operations, and to promote safer 
rodent control alternatives within our community? YES/NO (Clarify if 
applicable) 

Simon 
DiRosso 

Firstly, Kanyana is absolutely amazing. We are extremely fortunate in my view to have 
such a wonderful organisation in our City and equally so to have so many dedicated and 
passionate volunteers. I was not aware of the impact, or prevalence, of Second 
Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs). Yes, absolutely, this appears to be an 
excellent opportunity for the City to act. Especially in circumstances where taking this step 
would be so positive. I would like to know more about this. 

Juliana 
Plummer 

Yes, this is important. We now know the impact of using Anticoagulant rodenticides with 
secondary poisoning on wildlife, pets and in particular Quendas and Quolls. City of 
Kalamunda can assist with promoting safer options for the community. 

Josh Clark YES 

Andrew 
Szombathy 

- Direct answer is No. Being a large property owner and small farmer, we do our best to 
keep our chickens clean and low rodent attracting. Although as we are surrounded by 
homes that have many areas to house the Rats, they breed rapidly, and we struggle to 
feed them with the Natural type of poison as this is expensive and does take a lot to 
actually eliminate the amount of rodents we have, often changing in size. We do have 
good success with many dying immediately, allowing us to dispose of them quickly. We 
use a mixture of Vanilla cake mix with extra Bi Carb soda mixed with the Natural poison 
that turns of the brain function that tells the Rat or Mouse to drink.  
  
If a better system was in place to help control this issue, Yes, I would then advocate for 
this strongly.  



Mark 
Baker  

I absolutely support the City of Kalamunda declaring itself an Owl Friendly Community 
and committing to eliminate the use of Second-Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides 
(SGARs) from its operations. I also support promoting safer rodent control alternatives 
within our community. 
The evidence is clear and compelling: SGARs are causing widespread secondary 
poisoning of our native wildlife, including owls, quendas, quolls, and even domestic pets. 
These poisons are highly toxic, persist in the environment, and accumulate in the bodies 
of rodents—posing a deadly risk to any predator that consumes them 
Locally, Kanyana Wildlife Hospital in Lesmurdie has dealt with numerous cases of wildlife 
suffering from SGAR poisoning, and they strongly advocate against their use. I believe 
this has seen successful implementation in such shires like the Shire of Dardanup 
officially stopping the use of these SGARS in favour of wildlife friendly alternatives.  This 
aligns with growing action across Western Australia, where councils such as Cockburn, 
Fremantle, Mundaring, Stirling, and Harvey who have already declared themselves ‘owl 
friendly’ and transitioned to safer alternatives like First-Generation Anticoagulant 
Rodenticides (FGARs) and non-toxic methods. 
Declaring Kalamunda an Owl Friendly Community would: 
Protect our native birds and mammals from unnecessary suffering and death. 
Promote responsible pest control that aligns with environmental stewardship. 
Educate and empower residents to make wildlife-safe choices. 
Support local organisations like Kanyana Wildlife Hospital in their conservation efforts. 
This is a practical, evidence-based step that reflects our community’s values and 
commitment to biodiversity. As your local government representative, I will advocate for 
this declaration and work to ensure Kalamunda leads by example in protecting our 
precious wildlife. 

Mitchell 
Ferguson 

Yes. This one is simple. Relocation, not extermination. 

David 
Modolo 

I would support the City of Kalamunda to declare itself an ‘Owl Friendly Community’ and 

commit to eliminating the use of Second Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides 

(SGARs) from its operations, and to promote safer rodent control alternatives within our 
community. Admittedly I don't know enough about the alternatives to SGARs, and I 
commit to learning about them, but in the meantime I acknowledge the damage that 
SGARs do to owls in our community. 

Sean 
Johnson 

Owl-Friendly Community and rodenticides Yes, I support Kalamunda declaring itself an 
Owl-Friendly Community. SGAR poisons harm owls, quolls, quendas and other native 
wildlife. The City should phase out SGARs in all operations and contracts, switch to 
integrated pest management (sanitation, exclusion, trapping), and only use lower-risk 
products as a last resort. I would also encourage the City to run community education 
campaigns with Kanyana Wildlife Hospital, BirdLife and local retailers, so residents are 
aware of safer options and the impact poisons have on our native species. 



Renae 
Ferguson-
Wieman 

This seems on its face a fairly uncontroversial proposal, but in all honesty I am not 
sufficiently familiar with the extent to which (a) rodent control is a serious problem within 
the City of Kalamunda, (b) what alternatives to poisons might be available within the City's 
budget and (c) to what extent it is possible to effectively control for the use of poisons 
outside of the City's purview (by residents on private land). Poisons are clearly 
undesirable, but so is the proliferation of vermin like rats in urban areas. It is important 
before making such a commitment to engage within the City of Kalamunda to understand 
the extent to which a transition might be feasible. I would certainly be open to exploring 
the path towards achieving such status, but only on the proviso that a working group be 
formed to better understand the scale of dependence on poisons and what alternatives 
are available, with findings and any subsequent proposal being subject to community 
consultation prior to implementation. 

Dayu 
Sayani 

Another occasional visitor we have to our home in the evening is an owl that perches itself 
on my children’s trampoline. Being in its presence is a truly special experience, one I 
believe more people should have the chance to enjoy. After doing some research, I 
understand the serious risks that second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides pose to 
our owls, native wildlife, and even pets. Protecting our local wildlife is important to me, and 
I support exploring safer alternatives like first-generation rodenticides. I would back the 
City of Kalamunda declaring itself an ‘Owl Friendly Community’ and committing to phasing 
out SGARs in council operations, while encouraging safer pest control options for 
residents. 

Hannah 
Burnley 

Yes, the number of owls dying or being admitted to Kanyana for treatment as a result of 
these toxic rodenticides is unacceptable. I fully support the elimination of such products 
and would encourage the City of Kalamunda in the meantime to educate its residents on 
the consequences of using SGARs as well as suggest available alternatives that 
effectively manage rodent numbers while protecting our native wildlife populations.  

Sue Bilich Yes I will totally support this. 

Amelia 
Shugar 

YES 

Ellie Grace This is an easy yes for me. I believe it's critical that these areas are kept safe for wildlife 
and the use of SGARs should be reviewed with the goal to eliminate use.  

Benjamin 
Caswell 

NR 

Lisa 
Cooper 

Yes I would support the City to declare itself an ‘Owl Friendly Community’. I did see 
Kanyana’s post on Facebook with regard to Quenda joeys who were extremely lucky to 
have survived after their mother was poisoned. I believe that the City should investigate 
bird friendly rodent control methods and share information with the wider community on 
how to manage rodents responsibly. 

Mary 
Cannon 

No reply received 

James 
Martin 

In this area, I would 100% look to follow the lead of our neighbours in the Shire of 
Mundaring and place a band on SGARs. This is long overdue, and the Council needs to 
show some leadership in this area and put the needs of the many ahead of the wants of a 
few. 



Jasmin 
Harley 

YES (with clarification). I am open to supporting the City of Kalamunda declaring itself an 
‘Owl Friendly Community’ and eliminating the use of Second Generation Anticoagulant 
Rodenticides (SGARs) from City operations. I understand that these poisons can have 
devastating impacts on owls, birds of prey, and other native wildlife, and that safer 
alternatives are available. 
While this isn’t an area I am hugely familiar with, I am open to the idea and would want to 
do more research to ensure the community has access to effective rodent control 
solutions that protect both residents’ needs and our environment. 

 

Detailed 
Response: 

Global Warming & Climate Change 

  Q4: Do you accept that Global Warming/Climate Change is a critical urgent 
issue caused primarily by human activity, and support the City’s Climate 
Change Action Plan to mitigate the City’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, 
including advice and education for ratepayers to do so also? YES/NO (Clarify if 
applicable) 

Simon 
DiRosso 

Absolutely. I am fortunate to have studied environmental health, and to have learned 
about the impact our (human) industrial actions have had on our environment. For the 
sake of future generations, we must act. I hear too many people say that their change 
won't make a difference, but we see everyday that a community of like minded people can 
create a vast difference. Today, there are so many distracting, false narratives that 
confuse many, however, I am very pleased to note that our schools remain focussed on 
empowering our kids to think differently, to think conservatively and to act. I will study the 
City's action plan in this space with great interest. 

Juliana 
Plummer 

Yes, science has proven this is factual. I think working with the community to better 
understand the impact and how we can all be part of the solution is what the City of 
Kalamunda could focus on. It is important for future 
generations. 
I am a huge advocate for sustainable transition to renewable energy options. I think we 
can encourage through education and example programs that help households transition. 
I understand this is a big undertaking, but I think City of Kalamunda can lead by example. 

Josh Clark YES 

Andrew 
Szombathy 

A - As the name states, "Climate Change" Yes, the climate is changing, Yes humans are 
contributing to it a rapid rate. Is it a critically urgent issue, NO. The reason behind my 
NO is purely based on the fact we are already working towards reducing our impacts here 
in Australia. We cannot stop human population growth, we cannot control the devastation 
other countries are causing.  
  
If Australians were 100% dedicated to, they're effects on Global Warming, they would 
plant more trees and not buy anything from China.  



Mark 
Baker  

I am a little naive on the renewable energy targets for Local governments.  After so many 
years of wishing these targets will come quicker, I have come to realize that the state 
government will have to step up before any local governments will act. 
The state government has invested over $708 million to incentive Western Australia's 
renewable energy in an attempt to unlock our world class renewable resource. 
My understanding is The City of Kalamunda has taken positive steps through its Climate 
Change Action Plan 2023–2034, which includes targets for reducing emissions, improving 
energy efficiency, and building climate resilience. I support these initiatives and will  
Advocate for education to residents on what they could do to drive the culture change for 
the climate 
Advocate for increased uptake of solar energy in homes and public buildings. 
Encourage partnerships with local businesses and schools to adopt sustainable energy 
practices. 
I understand Climate change is a global challenge, but local action is essential, and I feel 
a number of residents are lost on what they could do to help. I am committed to ensuring 
Kalamunda leads by example in building a future that can be enjoyed as much as we 
have. 

Mitchell 
Ferguson 

Yes, while one person isn't solely responsible for climate change through driving their car, 
it's still a drop into the carbon emissions problem. A leaky tap will still inflate your water 
bill. Homeowners and businesses should be encouraged to install solar panels & 
batteries, consider taking public transportation and purchasing less environmentally 
harmful items such as non-recyclables and planned obsolescence objects.   

David 
Modolo 

I acknowledge climate change is an important issue, and it is a global issue- one that 
needs to be met by national governments in communication and cooperation with each 
other. 
  
I will always support measures which reduce our GHG emissions whilst not impacting our 
budget to an extensive degree. 
  
Having said that, we are in a cost of living crisis, and I believe it is unfair on the ratepayers 
of Kalamunda to shoulder the burden of what is a global issue, if it has a material impact 
on rates. 

Sean 
Johnson 

Yes, I am in total belief that climate change is mainly caused by human activity and is 
urgent. I support the City’s Climate Change Action Plan and want to see stronger action. 
This means fitting City facilities with more solar and batteries, switching the vehicle fleet to 
electric, and improving energy efficiency in all council buildings. For residents, I support 
bulk-buy programs for solar, insulation, and heat pumps, as well as practical workshops to 
help households cut costs and emissions. 

Renae 
Ferguson-
Wieman 

I am supportive of all measures employed by the City of Kalamunda to minimise 
Greenhouse Gases and promote sustainable energy usage, as well as any and all 
reasonable measures designed to combat climate change. 

Dayu 
Sayani 

Climate change is clearly a significant challenge facing communities worldwide, including 
ours in Kalamunda. I recognize the importance of understanding its causes and impacts, 
and I support initiatives that encourage both the City and residents to take meaningful 
steps toward reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Education and practical advice for 
ratepayers can play an important role in this effort. Moving forward, I believe it’s vital that 
we continue working together to find effective solutions that balance environmental 
responsibility with the needs of our community. 



Hannah 
Burnley 

Yes. We live in a bushfire prone area filled with diverse natural ecosystems. As a society 
we are already living with the impacts of a human caused changing climate, we need to 
take this critical issue seriously and make all possible changes to limit future emissions. I 
support the City of Kalamunda’s Climate Change Action Plan and although I personally 
struggle with the size and collection schedule for our new red bins, I recognise the 
environmental benefit the FOGO system provides to our community. 

Sue Bilich I supported this Action Plan when it came to council and my position has not changed 

Amelia 
Shugar 

YES 

Ellie Grace Yes, I wholeheartedly believe that climate change is an urgent issue and support the city's 
plan to reduce emissions.  
  
I also believe that while it's the responsibility of everyone, people are generally not set up 
for success. Systems and support are not always accessible or understood by the 
everyday person and making better choices often comes at a price, which is made harder 
in this economy. Education is the first step, but stronger action is needed at the top. 

Benjamin 
Caswell 

No reply received 

Lisa 
Cooper 

Yes I agree that climate change is a critical issue which is caused primarily by human 
activity and I do support the City’s Climate Change Action Plan. Climate change is having 
impacts all around the world with extreme weather events such as heatwaves, droughts, 
rising sea levels, flooding and bushfires. The City can play its part in reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions such as the rollout of LED lighting in City’s offices / buildings etc and street 
lighting; installation of solar PV systems in the City’s community facilties along with 
investigating the feasibility of battery storage; provide more EV charging stations 
throughout the City which would encourage the take up of electric vehicles; continue with 
the transition of the City’s light vehicles to electric vehicles / hybrid vehicles; investigate a 
possible solar farm on City owned land; continue with the FOGO programme turning our 
food / garden waste into compost which can be used by our residents; and very 
importantly, continue to provide information to the community on ways to reduce their 
emissions – education is the key to encourage residents to move towards renewable 
resources 

Mary 
Cannon 

No reply received 

James 
Martin 

The jury hasn’t just rendered its verdict; they’ve gone home, it’s been that long. Climate 
Change is a critical issue, and it’s man-made. I support the city's GHG emissions targets 
to a point. I would like to see them pick the pace up a touch. Rarely in my experience do 
we meet the deadline in these kind of things, so if we want it done by 2035, let's aim for 
2033, so if we miss a bit, we can still get it done by 35. We need net 0 on 2005 emissions, 

all the experts in the field agree on this, so lets get there ASAP.   Added to this, I would 

like to place solar panels on council facilities so that we can turn them into green power 
stations within our community and then also explore the possibility of a community battery 
put in by the city.  

Jasmin 
Harley 

I acknowledge that global warming and climate change are critical and urgent issues, 
primarily driven by human activity. I support the City’s Climate Change Action Plan to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and believe it is important to provide advice and 
education to ratepayers so the whole community can contribute to meaningful change. 

 



Detailed 
Response: 

Preserving Natural Areas 

  Q5: Do you agree it is essential to preserve, regenerate and maintain our public 
natural resources including wildlife corridors, wetlands, bush reserves and 
natural areas, and state forests, for the benefit of current and future 
generations? YES/NO (Clarify if applicable) 

Simon 
DiRosso 

Yes, most certainly. I would also love to see some more lateral thinking 
environmental design in our City, as I have started to see in our South West, where the 
likes of rope bridges across main roads have been installed (as just one example) so as to 
connect wildlife corridors, and wetlands and bush reserves are actively protected and 
managed. It saddens me to see, for example, so much dumped rubbish in our reserves, 
consistent damage caused by off road and trial bike vehicles (among other vehicles). We 
cannot simply continue to say this is not a City issue and expect the State to act on its 
own.  
  
I would like to see the City identifying further key areas for restoration and focussing 
investment on critical habitats both inside and outside of these areas. As a part of this, I 
think we need to take more care and time to consider how 
intense our housing developments should be, as from what I can presently see 
happening, our current direction is plainly erroneous.  

Juliana 
Plummer 

Yes, this is very important. It feeds into the tree retention, expanding tree canopy and 
protecting our wildlife. We need to protect our environment for future generations. I 
strongly believe the proposal for Alcoa to extend its bauxite mining into the Northern 
Jarrah forests needs to be addressed for the following reasons: 
o Scientific evidence of impact to flora and fauna 
o Alcoa needs to be encouraged to consider seeking non-bauxite raw 
material for its operations 
o Accept Water Corporation assessment that it has a probability of 
contamination of the reservoir and is a risk to water quality 
o The detriment of loss of critical ‘Cockatoo habitat’ 
o Loss of habitat 
o Food Source for Cockatoo population 

Josh Clark YES 

Andrew 
Szombathy 

A - Yes, this falls true to all that I have said above. We need to maintain our native Flora 
and Fauna as best as practically possible, we can still have population growth, but 
reducing the urban sprawl with well suited Family orientated Apartments would be wiser 
use of land space.  



Mark 
Baker  

In 2004 I was part of a team that spent considerable time and effort in mapping out and 
drafting legislation that enabled the creation of A Class Reserves in the Mundaring, 
Lesmurdie, Kalamunda and Pickering Brook areas.  These were aimed at protecting 
the old growth Forest for future generations as part of a state government initiative.   
It is unfortunate, 20 years later, profit appears to be impacting our wildlife and natural 
areas more than effort, with the need for housing, resources and other pressures on the 
community.  
Yes, I strongly agree that it is essential to preserve, regenerate, and maintain our public 
natural resources—including wildlife corridors, wetlands, bush reserves, natural areas, 
and state forests—not only for the benefit of current residents, but for generations to 
come. 
Kalamunda is blessed with extraordinary natural beauty and biodiversity. These areas are 
not just scenic landscapes—they are living ecosystems that support endangered species, 
provide clean air and water, and offer vital spaces for recreation, education, and 
community wellbeing. 
For a large majority of us, this is the reason why we live in Kalamunda or return to it. 
As a candidate for local government, I am committed to: 
Protecting and restoring wildlife corridors to ensure safe movement and habitat 
connectivity for native fauna. 
Safeguarding wetlands and bush reserves from pollution, overdevelopment, and invasive 
species. 
Supporting community-led conservation efforts and partnerships with local environmental 
groups. 
Advocating for stronger protections for state forests, especially the Northern Jarrah 
Forest, which is under increasing threat from industrial expansion. 
We must act now to ensure these natural treasures are not lost to short-term interests. A 
healthy environment is the foundation of a healthy community—and it’s our responsibility 
to be stewards of this land. 
Together, we can build a future where nature and community thrive side by side. 

Mitchell 
Ferguson 

Yes. Perth hills are such a lush and forested area in an unobstructed sea of concrete and 
rooftops. One of my policies I posted onto my facebook page is to transform some of our 
local creeks that have an overflowing habit is to convert their surrounds into proper 
wetlands to better house and sustain native flora and fauna. 

David 
Modolo 

Yes, I believe it is essential to preserve, regenerate and maintain our public natural 
resources including wildlife corridors, wetlands, bush reserves and natural areas, and 
state forests, for the benefit of current and future generations. 
  
I moved a motion opposing bauxite mining in the City of Kalamunda, which directed the 
City to make a submission to the EPA, opposing any mining activity. I further made a 
submission to the EPA myself. My position is simple: large-scale strip mining in the jarrah 
forest is not compatible with the character, amenity, and long-term vision of the Perth 
Hills. It risks our water supply, our landscapes, and our community identity, and I will 
continue to stand firmly against it. 

Sean 
Johnson 

Yes, I believe it is essential to protect and regenerate our bushland, wetlands, corridors, 
and state forests. I would support more funding for weed control, dieback management, 
ecological burns where appropriate, and community planting. I would also strengthen 
planning protections so development avoids high-value habitats and buffers our bushland. 
Supporting community stewardship, including volunteer groups and Traditional Owner 
partnerships, is also a priority. 



Renae 
Ferguson-
Wieman 

I am supportive of all measures by the City of Kalamunda to preserve, maintain and 
promote the retention of natural reserves and wild spaces. 

Dayu 
Sayani 

I believe our natural areas including bush reserves, wetlands, wildlife corridors, and state 
forests are a vital part of what makes Kalamunda such a unique and liveable place. These 
spaces not only support biodiversity and provide habitat for our native species, but they 
also offer important social, cultural, and mental health benefits to the community. 
Preserving, maintaining, and where needed, regenerating these areas is essential if we 
want future generations to enjoy the same connection to nature that we have today. 
  
As our region continues to grow and develop, it’s important we find the right balance 
between meeting the needs of our community and protecting the natural environment. I 
support the City’s efforts through strategies like the Local Biodiversity Strategy and Local 
Environment Strategy, which help guide thoughtful planning and environmental 
stewardship. Protecting our natural assets shouldn’t be a one-off effort, but an ongoing 
commitment that brings everyone along. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to engage on these important issues. I appreciate the time 
and effort taken to share detailed information and perspectives, and I value being part of a 
community that cares so deeply about protecting our environment, wildlife, and future. 
Conversations like this are vital in helping candidates and community members work 
together toward thoughtful, balanced solutions 

Hannah 
Burnley 

Yes, it is for this reason I made a personal submission to the EPA against Alcoas 2023-
2027 bauxite mining operations in the Darling Range proposal and Pinjarra Alumina 
Refinery Revised Proposal. This is an excerpt from the final section of my submission 
“The Perth Hills are often described as a home in the Forest. It's what my grandparents 
got to experience, it's what my parents experienced and it's what I was lucky enough to 
experience. If Alcoa and other mining companies are allowed to continue decimating the 
only jarrah forest in the world for corporate profit, then my children will not get to 
experience a home in the forest to the same extent. I urge you to consider valuing often 
immeasurable externalities (clean water, fresh air, intact ecosystems and flourishing 
wildlife) that would continue to be experienced and enjoyed by the community for 
centuries to come.” 

Sue Bilich Yes absolutely, I will continue to advocate for protection of our environment and 
preserving our public natural resources. 

Amelia 
Shugar 

YES. Preserving and regenerating our natural areas, including wildlife corridors, wetlands, 
bush reserves, and state forests,  is essential if we want future generations to enjoy the 
same environmental and community benefits we do today. Long-term planning, practical 
conservation measures, and consistent engagement with the community are needed to 
protect biodiversity, maintain healthy ecosystems, and ensure these resources continue to 
provide social, cultural, and environmental value over time. 

Ellie Grace Preservation of natural areas is critical. Natural areas are what makes our city special and 
I will advocate for any policy which protects it.  

Benjamin 
Caswell 

No reply received 



Lisa 
Cooper 

Yes I agree with this statement. Biodiversity is essential to our way of life on earth. The 
City needs to protect, manage, value and enhance the local biodiversity for current and 
future generations. We need to protect wildlife corridors, wetlands, natural bushland, state 
forests etc especially in cases where development is occurring. It is also important for the 
City to educate the community with regards to biodiversity values on private land and how 
they can retain, protect and enhance these values. I also feel that engaging with 
Aboriginal representatives to understand and integrate cultural knowledge into local 
biodiversity management is very important. 

Mary 
Cannon 

No reply received 

James 
Martin 

I agree that this needs to be done. The sad part is that this is quite often left to community 
groups to do with little help from government. These groups do fantastic work, and even 
small amounts of help (maybe covering some of the basic running costs) could be 
covered by the council.  

Jasmin 
Harley 

YES – Protecting and regenerating our natural areas, wildlife corridors, wetlands, and 
forests 
is essential for the well-being of our community now and for future generations. 

 


