Nature Reserves Preservation Group

P.O. Box 656
Kalamunda Date: 13 Feb 2025
WA 6926

Public submission opposing proposed development:

LOTS 29 (14) AND 28 (16) CANNING ROAD AND LOT 3 (5) HEATH ROAD,
KALAMUNDA (DA24/0569)

SUMMARY

The Nature Reserves Preservation Group of Kalamunda (NRPG) is a volunteer community
organisation which has worked for over 30 years to preserve the natural areas in the local
government of Kalamunda and its surrounding areas, which we recognize are incredibly
biodiverse and globally unique.

Representing our member’s interests, we have contributed to the establishment of the
Community Environment and Sustainability Advisory Committee (CESAC) and made many
submissions to the City of Kalamunda (CoK) on proposed developments in our City that may
have an adverse effect on our bushlands and environment.

The proposed McDonalds and Car wash development NRPG opposes on a number of
grounds.

1) Unnecessary removal of significant trees on the proposed site

2) Inaccurate Tree Protection Zones to protect the two marris proposed to be retained

3) Impact on surrounding parks and bushlands of additional litter generated by fast food
take-away

4) Unnecessary waste of water by the proposed car wash and potential for chemicals
being added to the environment via wash-off

NRPG COMMENTS:

1) Unnecessary removal of significant trees on the proposed site

In our advocacy and contribution to Tree Preservation (as demonstrated in our support of
Local Planning Policy 33) our members recognise the many positive environmental values of
retaining trees.

The current site contains a number of mature trees:

e Two significant marri trees
o Moreton bay fig

e English Oak tree

e Jacaranda trees

Based on the Arborist Report engaged by Hindley and Associates, 4 of these trees were
deemed as significant, due to their age and canopy volume. NRPG opposes the removal of
any of these trees based on the failure to comply with section 5.18 of Local Planning
Scheme 3 (LPS3) — Tree and Vegetation Preservation.
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Section 3.3 and Objective 3.3.1 of the R-Codes Volume 2 outlines that site planning is
required to maximise retention of existing health and appropriate trees. The proposed
development does not meet this criteria either.

In our view it appears highly likely the WALGA Tree Preservation policy will be adopted, as
moved and unanimously supported in the February 2025 Electors Meeting. The removal of
these trees would also contravene this policy.

As already outlined by the City if Kalamunda in previous enquiries by NRPG regarding
protection for trees, the removal of a significant tree can also be classified as a “work” under
the current Planning Scheme, and so the removal of the two additional significant trees on
the site (the proposal states only the two marris will be retained) can also be opposed on this
basis.

Tree retention is consistent with the CoK’s currently adopted Climate Change Action Plan
objective to “... improve the urban forest canopy to reduce impacts of the urban heat island
effect” In addition, the City’s current protections for our Environment still reference the
rescinded LPP33 policy as the relevant reference, and removal of any of these significant
trees also contravenes that policy.

Our Urban Forest Strategy highlights “‘Urban Forest’is an important asset for the City and
includes trees on private and public land” and sets a goal of protecting the City’s urban forest
on public and private land to achieve a 30% tree canopy. Given Perth’s status as the least
green city in Australia, with threats such as Polyphagous shot-hole borer, marri canker and
climate change, NRPG strongly supported both the Action Plan and the Strategy. However,
the objectives they outline become meaningless if not upheld.

If the development proposal does proceed, despite ours and widespread community
objection, it should be noted careful re-arrangement of the buildings would allow all
significant trees to be retained.

2) Inaccurate Tree Protection Zones to protect the two marris proposed to be retained

The development proposal states that the two significant marris identified and assessed in
the Arborist report will be retained. Information in the Arborist Report is provided based on
AS4970-2009 Protection of Trees on a Development Site for the size of the tree protection
zones (TPZ) required for the marris to survive the development work. This same Report
notes at 6.1 the shallow root plates of the two marris and the presence of coffee rock
indicating that the protection zone recommendation of AS4970-2009 may not be sufficient for
the trees to be properly protected and a recommendation is made for an additional survey to
be carried out.

Also troubling is that the TPZ recommendations based on AS4970-2009 appear to have
been interpreted as a diameter by the developer, and not a radius as intended. If this is
correct the proposed TPZs shown for the marris on the development proposal are half the
recommended size.

Page 2 of 5



Nature Reserves Preservation Group

P.O. Box 656
Kalamunda Date: 13 Feb 2025
WA 6926

The NRPG is very concerned that the retention of the two marris outlined in the development
proposal will not provide a sufficient protection zone for them to survive the construction of
the proposed infrastructure. Stating trees will be retained in a proposal is meaningless if the
works carried out on the site are done in such a way that the viability of the two marris is
severely undermined, resulting in their eventual removal being necessary due to safety later.

3) Impact on surrounding parks and bushlands of additional litter generated by fast food
take-away

An established side effect of fast-food restaurants is the increase in litter in a concentric
radius around outlets. MacDonalds success is due to their “take-away” ethos, which requires
significant branded packaging to be wrapped around their products for customers to carry
them away from the restaurant.

In fact, Litter Indexes produced by Keep Australia Beautiful have identified MacDonalds as
contributing the greatest amount of branded litter into the Australian environment.

The Parks and bushlands in the City of Kalamunda already have a burden of litter as a side
effect of their enjoyment by visitors. The addition of another take-away fast-food restaurant
in Kalamunda townsite will have impacts on amounts of litter already seen in nearby Mundy
and Kalamunda National Parks, as well as CoK assets such as Stirk and Jorgensen Parks.
While the City has by-laws to enable it to take action against littering, policing is problematic,
and an increase of this issue will be inevitable if the development proposal is approved.

On the basis of protection of our bushlands and advocacy for enjoyment of public open
spaces to allow for passive and active recreation (providing a connection to nature), NRPG
also opposes the proposed development due to the negative impact of increased food and
packaging waste being added to our environment. The damaging impact on our native
fauna, via consumption of food waste, is also of concern.

4) Unnecessary waste of water by the proposed car wash and potential for chemicals
being added to the environment via wash-off

The proposed car-wash will promote additional unnecessary water usage in the town area. If
not properly managed, run off from the site could also add chemicals into our local water
ways, via storm water runoff.

Given our currently drying climate, due to the impacts of climate change and as outlined in
NRPG submissions supporting the CoK’s adoption of its Climate Change Action Plan,
conservation of water is a key concern for viability of our natural environment.

As stated in the CoK Climate Action Plan Table 2. Summary of Consequences reduced
water supply negatively impacts our community and local fauna in multiple ways. Focus 3 of
the Plan “Sustainable Development” states “unconstrained, inappropriate development can
result in an unacceptable reduction in biodiversity and urban canopy, water and energy
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inefficiency, waste generation and exposure of users to increased risks such as bushfire and
flooding events.”

NRPG would consider an additional car wash an inappropriate development in a city where
good water conservation principles are a necessary part of Climate Change Action.

Additional comment

NRPG also notes that this development proposal contravenes various other State and CoK
Planning principles, such as the Car Parking section of Local Planning Scheme 3 and the
Setbacks specified for business frontages as outlined in Local Planning Policy 30.

We are aware these issues have been identified and addressed in other submissions and
have therefore decided to comment only on the aspects of the proposal that do not fit with
NRPG principles and the interests of our members.
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