
 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Members and Friends 

Greetings to all and welcome to the August edition 

of the NRPG newsletter.  

I am pleased to advise that the NRPG website has 

been revamped and is now available to all at its 

new dedicated address www.nrpg.org.au. I 

encourage everyone with internet access to view, 

review and provide feedback.  

2009 is the 20th year of the NRPG. Plans for 

commemorating this achievement are being 

devised and an event is planned for 17th October.  

New members are always welcome and fees are 

now (over) due. See membership form and details 

on the back page. 

If there are articles you’d like included in the next 

newsletter, or have changes for the web site, 

please contact me at murray@greenbase.com.au.  

In the mean time, on behalf of your NRPG 

Committee, have a happy springtime and get out 

and smell the wildflowers. 

Murray Ryall 

 

NYOONGAR SEASON - DJILBA  

By the time this newsletter is published, we will 

have moved from the very wet season of MAKURU 

into the warmer but still wet season of DJILBA.  

This can often be the coldest part of the year, with 

clear cold nights, but days becoming warmer, but 

still with rainy and windy periods. This changing 

weather pattern is referred to as Nidja ngaangk 

koorliny (sun coming out). You are likely to see the 

emergence of many of our flowering native plants 

as the weather warms. It is an ideal time for 

spreading slow release fertiliser and mulching.  

 

WHAT HAPPENED AT THE AGM?? 

The 2009 NRPG AGM was held on 25 March.  

Approximately 30 people attended: a diverse group 

of committee members, co-optees, current 

members and some new faces. 

The following members were elected to the 2006 

committee: 

President: Gary Warden  

Vice-president: Steve Gates 

Treasurer: Margaret Fowler 

Secretary: Darrell McCarthy 

Committee  

members: Tony Fowler, Martin Pearce  

Co-optees: Alan Evans, Elaine Sargent, 

Murray Ryall 

The guest speaker was Nic Dunlop from the 

Conservation Council of WA speaking on the 

effects of Climate Change on biodiversity and 

citizen monitoring. 

       

 

NRPG 20th Birthday  

10 am Saturday 19th October 

Gooseberry Hill Greater Hall 

Ledger Road 

Come along and join with us in celebrating the 

our 20th year. We are looking forward to meeting 

up with old members and new. 

Morning tea provided,  

Gold coin donation appreciated. 

RSVP & enquiries to 9293 2283   
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Nature Reserves Preservation Group 

(NRPG) Inc. A Brief History. 

This year is the 20th anniversary of the NRPG.  

In recognition of this milestone, the following is 

a truncated history of the NRPG compiled by 

Tony Fowler, a founding member and long 

standing office bearer and past President. 

The Catalyst 

In mid 1989 the Kalamunda Shire proposed 

selling off 40-or-so bush reserves for housing, 

and purchasing an equivalent area of land for 

four large recreation reserves. This was to 

become known as Scheme 13. Letters of 

opposition to the scheme appeared in the local 

press and local Lesmurdie resident Bill King 

requested those opposed to the scheme 

contact him. 

The Beginning 

On 16 June a meeting was held at Bill King’s 

house to prepare strategy, including six 

motions to be put, for a proposed Special 

Meeting of Electors  

On the 21st August the inaugural meeting of 

‘NRPG’ was held at Bill King’s house. Bill was 

elected Convenor, Tony Fowler Deputy. 

Councillors Clyde Bevan and Dennis Harwood 

offered to liaise with council and advise on 

procedural matters. CSIRO research botanist 

John Marshall offered his services in an 

advisory capacity. The decision was made to 

form Nature Reserves Preservation Group and 

to call a Special Meeting of Electors. The 

NRPG collected 740 signatures of those 

opposing Scheme 13. 

A survey of Scheme 13 reserves, compiled by 

John Marshall, was published on 18th 

September 1989.  

The Action 

On a wet, windy night of 27th September 1989 

close to 1000 residents attended the Special 

Meeting of Electors. The council hall was full 

and people were outside on the verandah. At 

the meeting, six motions were proposed that 

led to Shire actions including the appointment 

of the Shire’s first environmental officer, the 

formation of what is now CESAC, and a 1990 

Shire Strategic Plan having as Corporate Goal 

3 ‘To be environmentally sensitive and 

encourage the retention and rejuvenation of 

our environment.’ 

The outcomes 

On 16th November 1989 the Kalamunda Shire 

CEO invited six NRPG nominees to a special 

meeting of Shire Planning and Building 

Services Committee to be held on 29th 

November ‘…to consider options for treatment 

of local public open space areas in the Shire.’ 

This was followed by a meeting on the 17th 

May 1990 with Shire staff to discuss Strategic 

Plan Goal #3 objectives (the environment). In 

June, the NRPG requested CEO Kelly allot 

$50K in 1990/91 budget for an Environmental 

Officer and as a result, in July 1990 the Shire 

advertised for an Environmental Officer in the 

employment pages of the West Australian. 

Consolidation 

In September 1990 the NRPG organised a 

Logo Competition for 12-17 year olds. The 

winner was Andrew Hutchison (14) from 

Bickley. The logo remains on our letterhead 

and can be seen on a bus shelter on Canning 

Road. 

In October 1990, the Shire invited nominations 

from the NRPG for membership of the Nature 

Reserves Advisory Committee (NRAC). In 

early 1991, NRAC was re-named Bush 

Reserves Advisory Committee (BRAC), later to 

be re-named the Community Environmental 

Advisory Committee (CEAC) and, more 

recently, the Community Environmental and 

Sustainability Advisory Committee (CESAC). 

In 1993 the NRPG was finally incorporated. 
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Ongoing contribution and activity. 

1994: Input into and submission on the Shire’s 

District Conservation Strategy (DCS) by many 

members over many hours, finalised 1995. 

1994: Submission to the Select Committee on 

Metropolitan Development and Groundwater 

Supplies in the Perth Metropolitan Area. 

1995 onwards: Battle to preserve natural 

bushland within the Activ land in High 

Wycombe. 

1996: Submission on the proposed Darling 

Range Regional Park. 

1996: Reserves database presented to the 

Shire. 

2004: Submission, through CEAC, for the 

establishment of a dedicated ‘Bush 

Regeneration Team’. (this was approved in the 

budget as a ‘Reserves/verges’ team and active 

by May 2005). 

2004: Submissions on: Kewdale-Hazelmere 

Region Integrated Master Plan, Swan Coastal 

Plain Environmental Protection (Swan Coastal 

Plain Wetlands) Policy and Regulations 2004, 

Metropolitan Region Scheme amendment 

#1082/33 Bush Forever and Related Lands, 

Bushland Policy for the Perth Metropolitan 

Region Statement of Planning Policy 2.8, Local 

Government Biodiversity Planning Guidelines 

for the Perth Metropolitan Region (WALGA 

2004), Perth and Peel ‘Dialogue with the City’ 

Strategy (DPI and WAPC 2004). 

2005: Submission on BGC brickworks on 

airport land. 

24 page submission on Kalamunda Shire Town 

Planning Scheme (TPS) 3. 

2009 Latest submission: On Perth Airport Draft 

Environmental Strategy 2009/14. 

 

Funding 

While funding for the NRPG has been strictly 

through membership fees and private 

donations, as an incorporated body the 

committee and members have successfully 

applied for many environmental grants 

available for projects conducted by affiliated 

Friends Groups. From 1996 to the present 

time, the NRPG has attracted $70,899 in 

funding for environmental projects within the 

Shire or Kalamunda. 

 

        

Upcoming Events 

Spring Festival, Jorgensen Park Kalamunda 

6th September 10am – 4 pm 

 

Earth Carers Information Sessions 

Midland Junction Art Centre (formerly 

Australian Opera Studio) 

Cnr Great Eastern Hwy & Cale St, Midland 

Wednesday 16th September 5:45 – 7pm 

Saturday 19th September 10:30 – 11:30 am 

See: http://www.rgang.org.au/ for more details 

 

New Swan River Trust website 

The Swan River Trust has announce the launch of 

their new website. Features include: 

information on river science -  

clickable maps highlighting the Development 

Control Area boundary and Local Government 

boundaries 

recreational information  

details on how to help protect the rivers 

volunteering opportunities,  

regular updates of changing river conditions  

See: 

http://www.swanrivertrust.wa.gov.au/science/Content

/Home.aspx 
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JOIN NRPG! 
 

2009 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
Yes, I wish to support the NRPG's work through 
becoming a member/renewing my membership. 
 
Here is my $8 individual membership fee or $15 
family membership fee (inclusive of GST; to AGM 
March 2010).  
 
 

Name: 
_____________________________________ 
 
Postal address: 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Phone/fax: 
_____________________________________ 
 
Email: 
_____________________________________ 
 
My nearest bushland is (rough location):  
 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please make cheques payable to NRPG Inc. and 
send to: 
 Treasurer 
 NRPG 
 PO Box 656 
 KALAMUNDA WA 6926 
 
Or contact the Treasurer (9293 2283) to arrange 
payment. 
 

Please note that membership is only available to 
residents of the Shire of Kalamunda. 

 
 
 

 

NRPG Membership 

Please remember that membership fees are due at 

each AGM, usually held in March each year.  

Fees for individuals are $8.00 and families $15.00 

inc GST). Please, please make sure your 

membership is renewed because it’s not the money 

that is so important as the MEMBERSHIP. 

Why? In order to go into bat for the bushland, the 

NRPG needs to remain a credible, representative 

community organisation. We have managed to 

have a fully-paid up membership of around 100 in 

recent years, and we need to maintain that level. In 

fact, we outstrip almost every other local voluntary 

body in solid, official membership, and that’s why 

people do take notice. 

Remember, you can send in your membership 

details (name, address, contact number, email 

address if you have one) along with a cheque to 

our postal address: PO Box 656 Kalamunda 6076, 

or pay in person at the AGM.  

       

IF YOU NEED HELP….. 

Karen Britza Environmental Reserves Officer 

Tue - Fri 9257 9806 

Mobile 0400 102 357 

karen.britza@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 

 

Stephen Lloyd Eastern Hills NRM Coordinator 

EMRC 9424 2242 

Mobile 0428 101 223 

stephen.lloyd@emrc.org.au 

 

Giles Glasson Environmental Coordinator 

Kalamunda Shire 9257 9936  

giles.glasson@kalamunda.wa.gov.au 

 

Volunteer Work Hours 

Reminder to all Friends Groups to continue to write 

down your group’s work hours in a diary. This is 

important for later in the year when the Shire 

Environmental Reserves Officer will survey the 

groups for the total hours worked in the year; it will 

have a bearing on how much grant funding you can 

apply for if you choose to do so; as well as being 

important in case you ever need to show it for 

insurance purposes. 


