
Minutes of the Nature Reserves Preservation Group Inc.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024  

6:30pm 27th March 2024, Kalamunda Hotel  

  

Meeting opened @ 6:32pm  

1.0  Acknowledgement- of Country – Current NRPG Inc. President Steve Gates acknowledged the 

Elders of the Whadjuck Noongar Nation, on who’s land this meeting is being held. 

2.0  Attendance   

Attendees Apologies 

Helen Carter  Bruce Glover 

Daryl de Saran Cathy Akasha 

Darrell McCarthy  Harry and Elizabeth Pannekoek 

Stevie Braun  Holly Bradley 

Len & Michelle Bunn Margaret Fowler 

Carl Danzi Marion Cahill  

Bev & Charles Dornan  Matthew Hughes MP 

Sue and Phil Dowson Mayor Thomas  

Peter Forrest Mick Davis 

Tony Fowler Penny Hussey 

Steve Gates Tania Lawrence MP & Sean Burke Chief of Staff 

John Goldsmith Gillian Gates 

Brian Gould  Noreen Gould 

John Greenwood  Cathy de Saran 

Michael Konrath   

Peter Limb  

Nicole Livar  

Steve Shearing  

Clive Stubbington  

   

3.0  Acceptance of the Minutes of the 2023 NRPG Inc AGM Minutes  

- Not done – reaffirm next AGM. 

4.0  Business Arising Presidents Report – as Tabled by PDF attached 

 Steve requested that the Presidents Report accepted  

- Moved:  Darryl de Saran 

- Seconded:   Stevie Braun    o Carried unanimously  

6.0  Treasurers Report – as tabled by PDF (See attached)  

  Steve requested that the Treasurers Report be accepted  

- Moved:  Steve Gates  

- Seconded:   Phil Dowson   o Carried unanimously  



 

7.0   Election of new Committee  

- Nominations were received for the following positions 

- President               Steve Gates 
- Vice President Mick Davis 
- Secretary         Elizabeth Pannekoek 
- Treasurer  John Greenwood 
- Committee      Marion Cahill 
   Steve Shearing 
   Clive Stubbington 
   Tony Fowler  
   Brian Gould 

 
- Steve requested that the nominations above be accepted as there were no multiple 

applications for any of the executive positions and five nominations for committee 

(committee limited to five by the constitution).  

- o Carried unanimously  

9.0  General Business  

9.1 Statement from Stevie Bruan, Friends of the Northern Jarrah Forest Belt. Northern 

Jarrah Forests have been nominated as a UNESCO World Heritage Biosphere site. Has 

support from Shire of Mundaring who has offered to promote amongst other councils. 

9.2 Statement from Sue Dowson. Sue spoke of the impact local tree canopy loss is having on 

surrounding orchards as Black Cockatoos feed upon orchards. The recent revocation by the 

City of Kalamunda of Local Planning Policy 33 - Tree Retention Policy can only exacerbate the 

habitat loss. 

 

BREAK declared at 7:15pm  

10.0  Guest Speaker – Dr Giz Watson, Vice President of the Conservation Council of WA (CCWA) on 

“Safeguarding WA’s EPA and Environment” 

 

 The CCWA is concerned with the WA Government’s recent response to the 39 

recommendations from a rapid review of environmental assessment processes and the work 

of the EPA. The push to amend laws is coming from industry, without community 

engagement or support. 

 Approximately 300 mining and development proposals are before the EPA – the CCWA 

agrees the agency is under resourced.   

 Giz recently met with Minister Whitby (Minister for Energy; Environment; Climate Action) to 

ascertain the Governments intentions around reform and the Minister stated the right to 

appeal decisions will stay.  

CCWA and the Beelair Group of Scientists (multidisciplinary group of professors) is providing 

advice to government as to how to improve environmental laws. 



 The EPA has for the first time in 66 years announced a review of Alcoa’s operations in jarrah 

forests. The recent decision by Rio Tinto to abandon mining in native forests shows that the 

sustained pressure from environmental groups and the wider community is effective. 

 Labour has committed to 400 000ha of new reserves mainly as result of the cessation of 

logging in native forests – awaiting details. 

 Through recent reforms within CCWA, it is now in a strong position and the combined effort 

of CCWA, environmental groups and the community is proving effective at influencing 

government and industry. 

The Climate Change Bill 2023 is weak- no whole of State targets, only govt agencies are 

required to lower emissions, no independent oversight and weaker than Eastern States 

legislation. The State does not have an accurate picture of its carbon emissions. The 

Environmental Defenders Office has reviewed the proposed laws and details are on their 

website. 

The raised temperatures, lower rainfall and lower groundwater tables is placing northern 

jarrah forests at risk of collapse.  

Tree protection policies are under threat, however Giz was of the view tree protection will 

ultimately win favour due to the range of benefits trees provide. 

 The ‘teals’ are playing a game changing role in politics through their green policies. 44% of 

voters under 35yrs are voting based on environmental issues.  The CCWA is providing 

support and training for the public to advocate effectively. 

 

Meeting Closed at 8:35
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NRPG ‘BUSH CARERS’ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024  - 
  AGENDA 

• 6:30 pm   Welcome and Acknowledgement  

• 6:35 pm   Apologies 

  Acceptance of Minutes of the 2023 AGM     

  Business arising from the Minutes     

• pm 6:45   President’s Report  

• 7:00 pm   Treasurer’s Report 

• 7:05 pm   Election of Executive Committee 

    President, V President, Secretary, Treasurer 

    Committee Members 

• pm 7:15   General Business 

• pm  7:45 Break 

• pm 7:30   Guest Speaker: Dr Giz Watson on “Safeguarding WA’s EPA and Environment” 

• 8:15 pm  Meeting closed  –   Networking  

The NRPG acknowledges the  

Traditional Custodians of this  

land,  the Whadjuk Noongar  

people,  and pay our respects to  

Elders 

  

past, present and  

emerging 

 



 

 

  



 
    



   



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



  



  



 
 



  



 
 



 
 



 
 



  



  


