P.O. Box 656
Kalamunda
W.A. 6926
http://nrpg.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/KalamundaNRPG
https://www.facebook.com/nrpg.bushcare

Nature Reserves Preservation Group
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25 Feb 2022
TO:
CC:

Rhonda Hardy, CEO
enquiries@kalamunda.wa.gov.au

SUBJECT: Submission on Draft of Kalamunda Keeping and Control of Cats Local Law 2022
Dear Rhonda,
The NRPG appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft Cats Local Law 2022, as follows:
Excerpts from the draft are ‘boxed’ for ease of reference.
1.4 Definitions:

The definition of ‘nuisance’ should specifically include reference to the Environmental nuisance and damage
caused by cats in harming native wildlife, as this is a serious issue and relates directly to Kalamunda’s Clean and
Green strategy and other environmental policies.
NRPG has previously raised the issue of the lack of mention of environmental impacts in the City’s current
“Responsible Cat Ownership/ “Cat Owner Fact Sheet” pamphlet, in prior correspondence and meetings with the
City. As an example, one of the City’s prior pamphlets (below) does raise the environmental issue and we believe
it is imperative that this information be reinstated.

NRPG believes that there should be specific mention of ‘environment’ or ‘harm to native wildlife’ in this
statement to emphasise the importance of this impact, beyond what most people would intuitively consider by
the term ‘nuisance’.

This statement implies that cats can be allowed public places without doing damage, however cats can still do
much environmental damage in public areas such as bushland or other natural areas (including state and national
parks/forests) not specifically noted in Schedule 3 “Cat Prohibited Areas”. While state and federal areas may be
outside the City boundaries, they are not boundaries for native wildlife, cats, or people and the City has a
responsibility to contribute to the surrounding areas. Therefore it is important that Section 2.3 ‘control of cats’
(or other relevant section in the document) addresses this issue, stated clearly and specifically.
Kind regards,

Steve Gates
President, Nature Reserves Preservation Group
smgates@tpg.com.au
0400-870-887

