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P.O. Box 656 
Kalamunda 
W.A. 6926 

 Nature Reserves Preservation Group, Inc.  
Shire of Kalamunda      
2 Railway Rd       5 July 2012  
Kalamunda, 6076 
  
TO:  Andrew Fowler-Tutt, Manager Development Services 
CC:   
  
SUBJECT: KALAMUNDA OLD ROAD BOARD DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL  
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The Nature Reserves Preservation Group of Kalamunda appreciates the 
opportunity to make late comment on the proposed redevelopment of the “Old 
Road Board” block, as follows: 
 

 The plan shows the major large portion of total block as parking areas and 
other impervious hard-stand which will result not only in more stormwater 
runoff to cause further problems in erosion of our streams (where it 
typically is discharged), but also reduce the recharge of our local aquifers. 
NRPG suggests the use of water sensitive urban design principles such 
as; reducing the area of impervious surfaces by minimising parking and 
driveways, by the use of compacted hills gravel, ‘Permpave’ (Ref attmt) or 
other method which absorbs water to some extent, rather than the 
continued use of asphalt. Any remaining runoff should be contained within 
the boundary as much as possible. 
 

 The plan calls for the bus terminus which is presently a cul-de-sac, to be 
made into a thoroughfare. The additional roadway not only takes additional 
space, displacing parking, and other uses such as the original bushland in 
the area, but adds further impervious. In our Committee members’ 
experience using the bus station, there does not appear to be justification 
to change the cul-de-sac arrangement, and as we understand from your 
recent presentation to the Lesmurdie and Districts Community Association, 
neither does Transperth see reason to do so. 
 
 

 The plan calls for the expanded parking area East of the bus terminus to 
retain as many trees as possible, however, the loss of any of the trees in 
the area will further reduce Kalamunda’s already small amount of shaded 



areas and further asphalt will add to the ‘heat island effect’ which results in 
higher localised summertime temperatures, and consequently higher 
airconditioning loads and costs. (Ref: “Tree Guidelines for San Joaquin 
Valley Communiites” by Western Center for Urban Forest Research and 
Education, USDA Forest Service, Mar 1999). 
 

 Finally, the proposed displaced & increased parking area east of the bus 
terminus means the loss of an area which was bushland and has been 
degraded by the lack of protection from vehicles driving and parking on it. 
This area, if protected would likely regenerate largely on its own (possibly 
with the help of some weed control) and would remain a small pleasant 
spot for local residents and visitors to enjoy, in an area of increasingly 
concrete built environment. This is an opportunity to regenerate the 
existing bush area to make it a feature of the Road Board redevelopment.  

 
  
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Tony Fowler 
Acting President 
Nature Reserves Preservation Group 
 
Attmt: Permpave Article, Weekend Australian Feb 23-24 2008. 
 

 


