NRPG Minutes of Committee Meeting 9 November 2010

Held at Steve Gates residence

Meeting opened at 7.00pm

Attendance: Steve Gates, Katharine Outten,  Margaret Fowler, Tony Fowler , Alan Hill,  Elaine Sargent. Alan Evans, Gary Warden

Apologies: Elise Clegg,  Murray Ryall, Allan Cantlay, Lucy Cantlay, Bruce Glover, Aileen Reid

Acceptance of minutes of previous meeting : Moved  Steve Gates Seconded Elaine Sargent , Carried

Business Arising
1. Monthly article in newspaper. Alan H, Katharine and Elise. KO to scan and email recent articles. AH send info on Directions2031 by Sat 13 Nov. 

2. Hard Drive  All items provided scanned.  Alan H material needed. Focus on Hard copies as electronic copies already on. KO to send contact details to AH so he can arrange with Allan Cantlay to scan Sylvia Hallam report.

3. District Conservation Strategy on Shire website – AH to check what is needed on Shire website and advise KO
4. Bushmead Rifle Range redevelopment – AH carry forward

5. Alan H to bring map /report of Airport archaeological sites by Sylvia Hallam so figures can be examined and referenced – same for  Foothills Regional Park coloured map and both to be scanned.  Discussion about Wetlands to Wasteland Conference – Foothills Regional Park proposal – what uses can it be put to.- Done
6. Office of Energy  - AH to send link details through to SG re Underground power. SG to distribute for comment . GW to do proposal.

7. Shire contractors removing dead trees and wood. ES reported unfortunate but reasonable compromise. Bollards shifted, chain barrier, overhangs removed from Bridle Path and Bridle path slightly widened. KO to draft letter for ES to CEO and councillors. ES to forward to SG when finalised.

8. Joint info event was held with WA Wildflower Soc,– low turnout but  a learning experience – will have more next year in different format and possibly not Sat morning . – Other publicity options: Suggest contact Jackie Hooper. Empty glass cabinets at Bibbulmun terminus  - are they available for us to display.
9. NRPG presentation to Shire via CSAC – ongoing

10. Australian Bush Heritage –  Elise – carried forward
Correspondence Out

AR letter to Mike Pingelly at EPA re FFHW redevelopment/expansion

Letter to Tony Burke and Donna Farragher re FFHW redevelopment/expansion

AH NRPG report sent to Victoria Lowe at Perth NRM. AH to email to SG, GW to put on Website.

Correspondence In

Email invitation to  meet with Ken Wyatt. SG, GW and AH to meet with him, TF as back up. Also requested nominations for “Environmental Movers and Shakers” – suggested GW, ES, TF and Bruce Hamilton. Request tour of significant sites. SG to draft agenda and distribute.

Letter from John Day, copying letters from Donna Farragher and Simon O’Brien re BGC dieback. New roads won’t be changed due to expansion of GE Hwy Bypass, however Dr Chris Dunne (DEC) looking further into the issue and will get back to NRPG.

Invitation to Western Power Community meeting, sent to all committee and NRPG members.

Letter  from Sara Slaven Shire Of Kal re Lot 500 Welshpool Road Development. Meeting 15/11

WAPC – outcome of MRS amendment 1082/33 Bush Forever Gazetted – possible article for next newsletter, KO to put together.

Bushland News

UBC Telegraph – Fire management Article to go in newsletter, KO to rewrite  Underwood Ave article for distribution to all members. 

Thank a Volunteer Shire of Kala, 3/12/10 – Steve has invitation if anyone would like to attend.

Notice from City of Swan re Hazelmere draft structure plan. AH to do submission

Bushland Heritage News

CCWA – invitation as delegates GW and SG. Reviewed constitution and voted in some changes that make it more efficient.

Australian Plant books from Wildflower Society. 

Reports

President’s report – 

Review of 2031: SG to do draft for CSAC and WAPC and make available to committee. AH expressed concern that Shire had been lax in passing on concerns to State Government.

Congrats to Elaine and Poison Gully for their highly commended in state Environment awards.

Limited funds at Shire means that Toornaart Creek erosion possibly not addressed this year.

Treasurer’s report

 91members

   No 1 Acct    $910.94

   No 2 Acct   $6284.16

DRRP (CAC) 

Meeting 11/11

CSAC – DCS reviewing DCS report. SG has forwarded to committee. 

CCWA

See Correspondence in.

Airport Environmental Consultative Committee – Report given by TF – see attached. TF will advise committee before next meeting – any issues to be raised to be sent to him. Judy Fisher spoke to meeting, she would be happy to speak at next AGM. Also article in UBC on Kings Park weed management possible article for next newsletter.

Volunteer hours

Toornaart Creek
14

Crumpet Creek 
  0

Quenda Creek  
 
 10

Poison Gully 

 12

Lesmurdie Falls
 0

Snowball  Road                0

Ray Owen                         



General Business

1.TF to send letter to Fed Minister for Environment regarding our concern about the increasing loss of habitat in areas including Bushmead, Underwood Ave, Forrestfield and Bellevue.

2. Cat Brochure – TF to scan copy of brochure or ES give copy to SG to scan, and forward to GW to include on website. Post-meeting note: G Glassen has advised that these old copies need updating and requested they not be distributed.

3. Rocky Pool _ $5500 grant to be spent.

4. Discussion about posters to be prepared based on Constitution’s objectives. 

5. Env Officer from Bluescope Steel company contacted TF for information/assistance to rehabilitate, correct damage to Crumpet Creek from industrial damage.

6. Herbarium – Loretta Bean was putting list together – ES to contact Joan Francis (WFS) and Giles to find out what happened to it. (Post-meeting note: If ES has Loretta’s contact, maybe she could shed some light?)

7. TF send Weed/Fire report to SG to forward to CSAC for inclusion in DCS review.

8. Reserves/Areas needing Friends Groups: All advise KO.

Meeting closed at 10.00

              Next meeting 7/12/10
Report on Perth Airport Environmental Consultative Group meeting 9/11/2010

Topics covered.

BGC scrubber performance and monitoring of emissions in the airport conservation precincts. Quarterly reporting to WAC and Dept. of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development.

Dieback monitoring – mapping already in place – dieback survey to be conducted early 2011. David Mitchell (Environmental Officer DEC) was up-to-date with NRPG concerns and ensuing correspondence. Need for Kalamunda Rd drainage to be considered as a possible vector for spread.

BGC audit. An external audit of the operation is due in March 2011.

Presentation by Dr. Judith Fisher on relationship between fire frequency, weed invasion and survival of native vegetation in banksia bushland (mainly B. attenuata and B.mensieii) in Bold Park. Result of 8 yrs. fieldwork studying fire history from 1963 to 2000.

Details of the presentation will be emailed to members of the consultative group later.

Judy Fisher outlined the action taken to rehabilitate a fire-ravaged area of Kings Park, utilising the ‘window’ when introduced grasses have germinated but natives have not yet done so. Slides of the success of this approach were impressive.

An independent bushfire management strategy is being compiled for WAC by Klaus Braun (ICS Group) – draft expected early 2011.

WAC Annual Environmental Report – already submitted to Dept. of Infra. T & RD.

Public release expected 24/11/2010

Link road between terminals is now open to public (from domestic terminal to Horrie Miller Drive). Wildlife in area of linkroad is being relocated to conservation precincts. Discovery of previously unknown colony of Macarthuria keigheryi. Outside conservation precincts in SW corner of airport. Two indigenous scholarships established at ECU (2 more next year, 2 the following year – total six by 2012).

Several of the above points were made in response to questions from NRPG rep.

Tony

