NRPG Minutes of Committee Meeting 21 June 2011

Held at Steve Gates residence.  The meeting opened at 7.20pm

Attendance:
Steve Gates, Margaret Fowler, Tony Fowler, Alan Hill, Aileen Reid
Apologies: 
Katharine Outten, Elaine Sargent.
Acceptance of minutes of previous meeting: 10 May.  Moved Steve Gates, seconded Margaret Fowler.
Business Arising

1. Letter to the Federal minister for the Environment - ongoing
2. Foothills Regional Park - ongoing
3. DCS and Parks strategies - ongoing
4. Complaint to CEO re lack of coordination - moved to correspondence in.
5. Budget request letter – tabled.  Hasn’t been distributed to the committee so will do.
6. Zig Zag walk form – submitted.
7. Local Planning Strategy incorporating Biodiversity Strategy (CSAC) – ongoing.
8. CSAC origins - Alan Hill will look for the terms of reference (TOR) for BRAC (CSAC predecessor).  There is a feeling that the TOR have been watered down.
9. Compact between Govt and CCWA cc John Day – moved to correspondence.
11. Scheme 13 documents - moved to correspondence.
12. Stirkwood devt – pamphlets were sent.  At the time Tony spoke to the developer there were only four blocks remaining.
Correspondence In
1. Reply from Colin Barnett re CCWA compact acknowledging CCWA as the peak environmental body.  $100,000 to be provided to them in 2011/12 (reinstatement of previous funding, not additional).
2. Email response from John Day acknowledging the good work of NRPG etc.
3. Response from Clayton Higham – tabled.  Progress???  Alan Hill to write letter to DIA and forward to Tony so can be sent from NRPG.
Correspondence Out
1. Letter to Colin Barnett et al cc Day, Marmion
2. Letter to CEO Kalamunda shire re lack of coordination
Aileen suggested that all correspondence in and out should be cc’ed to all members of the committee in order that a complete set of records can be kept on the external hard drive.  It will also save time spent reading this material out at meetings.  Accepted by the meeting.
Reports
Vice Chair
Stirkwood – already discussed.

Reserve rationalisation:  Tony met with the consultants, Hester Property Solutions.  IT is suggested that this is a reincarnation of Scheme 13.  The shire can acquire these reserves back from the state for only 5% of their value but they can then be resold for market price.  The proceeds from the sales do have to be used for specific purposes (community) but it is not specified exactly what eg if doesn’t necessarily have to be environmental.  Covered by the Lands Act.

Tony reiterated that it is confirmed that submissions made by persons not close to the reserves do have as much impact as those made by those within the eg 400 m zone.

Wordsworth may end up being retained.

KWEAG:  Alan Hill had a positive out of session meeting.
Treasurers report:
No 1 account;  $1140.94

No 2 account:  $792.95

72 members currently.

CSAC (SG)
1.  Tamara is the new environmental officer.  Ex Eastern States.

2. Contractors – there was a motion that all contractors to the shire have a formal induction process.
3. The tree and vegetation policy needs updating and strengthening.  It should be made into a bylaw and brought into the LPS.

4. The criteria for significant trees will be a project for Kylie.

5. Kylie will also be responsible for the DCS review.

6. Local Planning Strategy is open for review.

Airport – nothing to report
DRRPCAC – Feral pigs again.
CCWA report.  The proposed marine park doesn’t cover the biodiverse regions.  Conservation Week is 15-22 October.  Fracking – more research is being done.  Trip to SW to meet with delegates from other regions.

General business.
LPS – out for comment until 11 August. Aileen and Alan commented that it refers to the Biodiversity Strategy as an underpinning document but should also refer to the DCS and the Wildlife Corridor Strategy.  We may be able to cut and paste from our submission on Directions 2031 and LPS 3.
We have requested a meeting with John Day – waiting for reply.

Lesmurdie and Districts Ratepayers Assn – it is suggested that one of them attend a meeting as an observer, or that representatives meet informally over a coffee locally.  Ken Wyatt and Barry Oldfield are members.  Strategically it could be good to link up with them.

The next meeting will be 7:00 pm 19 July.

The meeting closed at 10:00 pm
