Nature Reserves Preservation Group Inc
Minutes of Annual General 
Meeting held on 29th March 2011

Meeting Opened at 7.35
Present: Refer Attachment 1

Apologies: Nolleen Townsend, Lucy and Allan Cantlay, Alan and Rosemary Lonsdale, Tom Weir

Business Arising from 2010 AGM minutes:
Minutes accepted: Moved Elaine Sargent
Seconded Margaret Fowler
Motion Carried

Chairperson’s Report: See attached
Treasurer’s Report: See attached
Auditor Nigel Lowrie has approved the accounts.
Appointment of Nigel Lowrie for 2012 Moved Margaret Fowler, Seconded Steve Gates 
Motion Carried

Election of Office Bearers

Chairperson: no nominations – declared vacant
Vice Chairperson: Tony Fowler

Secretary: Katharine Outten

Treasurer: Margaret Fowler
Committee: Alan Hill, Aileen Reid, Elaine Sargent, Steve Gates
Co-optees: Alan Cantlay, Lucy Cantlay, Alan Evans
Moved Lawrie Wright Seconded Steve Gates

Motion Carried

Tony Fowler expressed our sincere thanks to Steve Gates for his hard work and great efforts as Chair of the NRPG

General Business

1.Optus Tower At Ledger Road Reserve – Planning meeting on 5 April and Council meeting the following week. Mobile Phone tower 150m from GH Primary School, 5th time tried to get into the reserve, concerns as to the impact and further development of the reserve.  500 submissions to WAPC.  Alan Hill asked that the meeting put forward a letter to the Shire supporting Ledger Road Reserve in their objections to the mobile phone tower.

Acrtion: NRPG make a letter submission to the Shire and John Day supporting Ledger Road Reserve 

Moved Steve Gates

Seconded Alan Hill

Carried

2. Brian Sparks advised of recent article re Shire selling 3 blocks of land as the Shire needs an additional source of funding.  Tony Fowler has proposed that Rates notices be sent out with a voluntary payment towards environment. Shire not pleased with that as thought to be an open invitation to all interest groups. NRPG thought this a good idea. CSAC and Sheyane to put on agenda. Also in Budget request.

3. Alan Hill talked of Dept of Transport re cycleways in Perth.  Alan has identified that our Wildlife Corridors have missing links, securing of land by Shire has been slow.  Possible synergies between cycleway and Wildlife Corridors.  Old ZigZag railway Reserve may be a potential link as would John Forrest National Park Railway tunnel.   

4. Murray Ryall concerned at the amount of Litter in Reserves – Graffitti in Laneway leading up to the school.  Albert Road – rubbish very bad – referred to LSHS. Container deposit could be an answer.  Problems in Gooseberry Hill also.  Suggested that Murray contact Shire re immediate problem and NRPG to discuss at next committee meeting.  Also discussed at CSAC.
Shire of Kalamunda Report
Shenaye Hummerston Environmental Reserves Officer.  Shire very short staffed, finished recruiting for Environmental Co-ordinator.  Katharine Howard Env. Planner has left and dept will restructure. Sustainability Projects Officer to be advertised to take of a lot of the work previously done by EMRC. Request for Scientist to be employed to revise DCS not discussed as yet.  Staff changes should mean an increase in staff.

Water campaign – completed Milestone 4 – now on Milestone 5

DEC community grants – EMRC and Shire putting together requests for work on Watsonia Road – weed mapping, weed control and dieback data.

Anderson Road Reserve grant applied for weed control

Lower Lesmurdie Falls for water tributaries
Bush Skills – Geology tour this Saturday from Zig Zag to Clay Pits in Glen Forrest

Reserves – weed control – would like to hear what the priorities are – talk to Shenaye and tell her what you need.  

Bush Crew back next week

Work on Poison Gully appalling – most distressing – improved communication with the Drainage/Engineering Dept of Shire. Shenaye working with them.  Bush Forever vegetation destroyed. Needs to be stabilised immediately as there will be substantial erosion this winter.

Tony Fowler proposed that the NRPG committee write a letter in the strongest possible terms expressing extreme disappointment at the return to practise of 20 years ago re Engineering practises negating/destroying the efforts of Environment dept and Friends Groups.

Copy to John Day, DEC, Aboriginal Affairs

Seconded Steve Gates

Carried  
CSAC – 1st meeting of Year

Plants to Residences – NRPG to forward letter to Shenaye re our suggestions on the distribution.

Guest Speaker 

Dr Judy Fisher, School of Plant Biology, UWA spoke on “Fire Frequency, Weed invasion and Eco System function in Banksia Woodland”.

Chairperson’s report

Steve Gates thanked committee members and environmental staff at Shire of Kalamunda. Shenaye Hutchison and Kylie Del Fante will continue the legacy of  Giles and Karen.  Affiliations continue with CCWA, FOTE, DDRO, Perth Airport Env. Consultative committee, Kalamunda Community Sustainability Group. 

Changes to Govt – Ken Wyatt established Environmental Advisory group – quite encouraging. John Day also quite favourable towards the NRPG. Bill Marmion new State Env Minister.

Rezoning of Forrestfield to Light Industrial. 

MRS Amendment for Bush Forever gazetted 51 000Ha  

Bushmead Rifle Range sold

State funding to Env Groups slashed.

Publicity

Displayed/Presented at 

ZigZag Walk

FOTE Carmel Sustainability Fair

Shire movie nights

Plants to Residents

Joint Info morning

Email distribution of conservation information continues

Website active and of interest

Friends Groups under the Umbrella

Poison Gully – Finalists in Environment awards

Shire Erosion control works on Crumpet Creek and Toornaart Creek

Shire Woodlupine Living Stream Project

Friends needed at McRae and Urch Road 

Bush Reserve Corner Gooseberry Hill and Kalamunda Road

Foothills Regional Conservation Park Proposal

Put Forward to Ken Wyatt, Directions 2031, Minster John Day, CSAC

“Kings Park” of the Eastern Foothills

 Window of Opportunity 

Involvement with Kalamunda Shire:

Weed Site Database

Community Sustainability Advisory Committee

DCS review

Dumping and weeds in reserve

Fire weed cycle

WSUD

Foothills Reg Cons Park

Meeting with Shire Reps Andrew Fowler Tutt, Clayton Higham

Shire Budget requests

Removal or damage to native vegetation and verges

Water Management

Issues and Pubic submissions

MRS amendment 1187/57 High Wycombe Urban Precinct

Western Power Powering Perth Communities (Eastern terminals)

Directions 2031 Perth Peel Metro Plan

Perth region Natural Resource management plan (Perth airport)

State Trail Bike Strategy

Put concerns forward to Ken Wyatt, John Day, Donna Farragher, S O’Brien 

Maida Vale/Forrestfield rezoning to “Light Industrial”

Monitor “Bushmead Rifle Range”

Water Management; Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) – Shire and Dept of Water

 Things you can do

Join NRPG

Join CCWA

Reports weeds and bush threats to Shenaye

Report motorcycle riding in native parks 

Weekdays : DEC Perth Hills Ranger

Doug Giles 0428 931 257

7days /week 10am – 4.00 Perth

Hills Natl Park Ctr 9295

Check the Native Vegetatiin Map Viewer at DEC

Reduce your environmental footprint

Install Solar hot water and PV 

Reduce Car Use

Sign up for renewable energy

Become Carbon Neutral

Pass on to friends

Upcoming events

Sustainable Population Australia Conference

Movie nights for the Shire – 20th April

Perth Sunfair Sun 17th April UWA

